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LETTER 

VKOU A, 

GENTLEMAN TO HIS FRIEND 

vrtm THE 

BIRtll OF A DAUGHTBK. 



T CDt^[ratulate you, my deaf Sir« 
upon the birth of your dat^h- 
ler ; and I wifh that fome of the Fairiei 
of ancient times vcrc at hand to en- 
dov the damfei with health, wealths 
wit, and beauty— Wit?— ^I fliould 
make a long paufe before I accepted of 
B thii 
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Ais gift for a daughter — you would 
make none. 

As I know it to be your opinionf 
that it is in the power of education, 
more certainly than it W4s ever believ- 
ed to be in the power of Fairies, to 
bellow all mentat gifts ; and as I have 
beard you fay that education fliould 
begin as early aspoffible,! am inhafte 
" to offer you toy fcntiments, left my 
advice Ihould come-too late 

Your general ideas of the habits 
avd'VlrCiies effeBtktl to the f)€l^£tioB( 
of Uie' fanak ahaia^r siarljr agree' 
VFiifa mine} but we did'ernaatirUlIy u- 
to the cuhivatidif, whtcb it is neceffar^ 
OF eKpedie'nc to tiefto^ -upoh the iin-^ 
derflandings of womefti' you are a 
chftmpioh {orthe rights Of womanj and 
4 ,. isfift 
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Infift upon the equality of the fexes. 
Bat 6nce the days of chivalry are paft, 
and fince modern gallantry permita 
men to fpeakj at Icall to one another, 
in lefs fubHme language of the &ir, I 
Aiay confefs to you that I fee neither 
in experience or analogy much reafon 
to believe thatj in the human fpecies 
alone, there are no marks of inferiority 
in the female ;-~curious and admirable 
exceptions there may be, but many 
fuch have not fallen within my obfer- 
▼ation. I cannot fay that I have been 
tnuch enraptured either on a firft view 
or on a clofer iofpeSion with female 
prodigies. Prodigies are fcarcely lc6 __ 
offenfive to my tafte than monfters; 
humanity makes us refrain from ex- 
prefling difguft at the awkward Ihame of 
. - i B a the 
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the One, whilft the intemperate vanity ttf 
theotber juftty provokes ridicule and 
indignation. I have always obferved in 
the underftandngs of women who have 
been too much cultivated, fome difpro- 
portion between the different facultiei 
of their minds. One power of the mind 
undoubtedly may be cultivated at tb& 
cxpence of the reft, as we fee that 
one mufcle or limb may acquire excef* 
celGve ftrength and an unnatural fize, 
at the.expence of the health of the 
whole body : I cannot think this defi- 
rable either for the individual or for 
Ibciety.— .The unfortunate people ia. 
certain mjjvinuins of Switzerland are, 
fome of them, proud of the excre- 
fcence by which they are deformed. 
1 have fcen women vaia of exhibiting 
Kent4 



Digniod., Google 



( 5 r 

mental deformities, which to me ap- 
peared no lefs difgufting. In the 
courfe oE my life it has never been 
my good fortune to meet with a female 
whofe mind, in ftrength, juft propor- 
tion, and aElivity, I could compare to 
that of a fenfibte man. — 

Allowing, however, that women are 
equal to our fex in natural abilities, 
from their lituation in feciety, from 
their domcftic duties, their tafte for 
diffipation, their love of romance, 
poetry, and all the lighter parts of ' 
literature, their time mufl: be fo fully 
occapted, that they could never have 
leifure, even fuppofing that they had 
inclination, for that fevere- application 
to which our fex fubmit. — Between 
perfons of equal genius, and equal in- 
B ^ duftry, 
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duftry, time becomes the only mea- 

fure of their acquirements Now 

calculate the time, which is wafted by 
the fair fex, and tell me how much the 
ftart of us they ought to have, in the 
beginning of the race, if they are to 
reach the goal before us i — It is not 
poffible that women fhould ever be our 
equals in knowledge, unlefs you affert 
that they are far our fuperiors in na- 
tural capacity.^— Not only time but 
opportunity muft be wanting to com- 
plete female ftudies — we mix with the . 
world without reftraint, we converfe 
freely with all claOes of people, with 
jnen of wit, of fcience, of learning, 
with the arfift, the mechanic, the la- 
bourer ; every fcene of life is open to 
our view;— every affiftance, that fo- 
reign 



DyGoogle 



( V ) 

reign or domeftic ingenuity can invent, 
to encourage literary ftudies, is ours 
almoft exclulively. From academies, 
-colleges, public libraries, private aflb- 
ciaiions of literary men, women are 
excluded, if not by law, at lea'it by cuf- 
tom, which cannot ealily be conquered 
——Whenever women appear, even 
when we feem 'to admit them as our 
equals in- underfianding, every thing 
aOumes a different form; our polite- 
nefs, delicacy, habits towards the {ex 
forbid us to argue, or to converfe with 
them as we do with one another— we 
fee things as they are, but women muft 
always - fee things through a veil, or 
ceafe to be women. — With thefe in- 
fuperable difficulties in their education 
and in their paflage through life, it 
B 4 feems 
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^ ufeful artS} in' which of die exa£l fcien- 
\ces have wc teen affifted by.' female 
L fagacity or penetration ?— I Ibould ' be 
' glad to fee a lift of difcoveriesj of 
inventions, of obferv^tions, evincing 
patient 
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patient refearcH, of tnitbs eftablifiied 
upon a&ual experiment, or deduced 
by juft reafoning from previous prin- 
ciples—If thefe or any of thefe can be 
prefented by a female champion for 
her fex, I {hall be the firfi to clear the 
Way for her to the Temple of Fame, 

I muft not fpeak of my contempora- 
ries, elfe candor might oblige me to 
alloWf that there are feme few inftances 
of great ulents aj^lied to ureful pur- 
pofcs — But, e^fcept thefe, vhat have 
been the literary produ^ons of wo- 
men ? — In poetry, plays and romances, 
in the art of impofing upon the under- 
ftanding by means of the imagination, 
they have excelled— but to ufeful li- 
terature they have fcarcely turned their 
tlw»gl»ts— I hav« never heard of any- 
female 
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fematepraficienti in fcience~few have 
pretended to fcience till within tfaefe 
few years.— I know of none of their 
iBTemions, and few of their diTcoveries. 

Yon will tcH me, that in the moft 
difficult and raoft extenllve fcience of 
])oIitics women have fucceeded — you 
will cite the names of fome illuftrious 
queens— I am tncliHed to think, with 
the Duke of Burgundy, that "queens 
who reigned well were governed by 
nen, and kings who reigned ill were 
governed by woiflen." 

The ifotated examples of a few he- 
Toinei cannot convince me that it is 
lafe or expedient to truft the fex with 
power — their power over themfelves 
has regularly been found to diminiOi, 
jn proportion as their power . over 
others 
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pilfers has been encreafed.— I ihoiil4 
pot refer you to the fcandalous chroni. 
cles of modern times, to volumes (^ 
private anecdotes, or to the ^tKHnina- 
ble fecret hiftorie? of courts, Where fe- 
male influences, ^nd female depravitjr 
are fynonymous terms, but I appeal 
to the open equitable page of hiftory, 
to a body of evidence colleded from 
the teftimony of ages, for experiments 
tried upon the grandeft fcale of which 
nature admits, regiftered by various 
hands without the poffihility of collu* 
. £on and without a view to any par- 
ticular fyftem — from thefe you muft 
be. convinced, that fimilar confequen- 
ces have uniformly refulted from the 
fkme caufes in nations the moil: unlike, 
and at periods the molt difiant. Follow 
the 
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the hiftory of female nature from the 
court of Auguftus, to the court of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, and tell me whe- 
ther you can hefitate to acknowledge} 
that the influence, the liberty, and the ' 
fowtr of women have been conftant 
concomitants of the moral and political 
dccHne of empires — I fay the con- 
comitants : where events are thus in- 
variably conhe£ted I might be juftified 
in faying, that they were caa/es—yovL 
vSxAd call them effiiSs, but we need 
not difpute about the momentary prei 
cedence of evils, which are found to be 
infeparable companions— they may bs 
alternately caufe and efiefl,— the re- 
ality of the connexion is eftablifhed, 
it may be difficitU to afcertain precifeljr 
its nature. 
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You vill aflen> that the fatal conCtM 
quences which have rdulted from our 
tnifting the f^x withliberty 'and power^ 
have been origiitally occafioned by 
.the fubjedion and igaoraoce in which 
they had previouOy been beld^ and of 
our fubfequeot folly and imprudeoce 
in tbrvani^ the rei»s of domniin intt 
htaJt Hftprtpartd aud umducated to gttidt 
than. I am at a fofs to conceive aoy 
fyftem of educutoo that can proper- 
ly prepare women for the exercife of 
power :— Cultivate their underAand- 
ings, " cleanfe the vifual orb with, 
Euphrafy" and Rue, till Uiey can. with. 
one comprehenllve glance take ia 
« one half at Icaft of round eternity,'* 
ftill you have no fecurity that theif 
reafon jhall govern their conduS. 
The 
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■fire nloral charafter feemsj even 
amongfi men of fiq>erior ftreogdi of 
mind, to haVe no ceftain dependence 
i^oti tbe reafoning faculty; — babit, 
prejadice, tafte, example, and the dif- 
iefieni ftrength of various palSoDSs 
form the moral charaEt^r. We are im- 
pelled to adion frequently contrary 
to the belief of our fober reafon, and 
ve purfue what we could, in the hour 
Af dem)eration, demonftrate to be in- 
confiltent with that greateft peffihle Pare 
^f- bappinefs, which it is the obje£t of 
every rational ^^ature to fccure. We 
frequently « think with one fpecics 
of entbufiafm, and a& with another V*. 
and can we expeft from women more 
' confiftency of condud, if they are al- 
lowed the fame liberty. No one. can 
feel 
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feel more- ftron^y than you do AeC 
neceffity and the value of female in- 
tegrity; no one can more clearly per-- 
ceive how touch in fbciety depend* 
upon the honour of women, and bow 
much it is the inteiefi of every indi" 
Tidiial^ as well as ^f every .fiatCj Ur 
guard their yirt^e^ and to preferve in-, 
violate thft purity of their manners. 
Allow me, then, to warn you of the 
danger of talking in loud Arains to 
the fejt of the ipdblc contempt of pre- 
judice* You would look with horrour 
at one who &oulid go to fap die founda- 
tions of the building; beware thenhov 
yot venture to.tear away the ivy which 
clings to iU walls, and braces tbe 
loole ftonea ic^ethei-. 

I 
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i am by na means difpofe^ td id- 
^Ige in the fafhionable ridicule of 
prejudice. There is a fentimentalj 
lAetaphyfical argument, which, - inde- 
pendently of all others, has lately- hecil 
ufed -to prevail upon us to relinquilh 
tMt Superiority which ftrength of bo- 
dy in ravage, and ftrength of mind ill 
civilized, nations fecures to man. We 
a¥e told, that as women ere reafonable 
cteatures, they {hould be governed 
only by reafon j and that we dijgnue - 
cmrfelves, and ^ifiave them when we 
infiil even the moft ufeful truths ai 
l^judices.-^Moraltty Ihonld, we are 
toldj^be founded upon demon&rati<)ns 
not upon fentiment ; and we (hottld 
not require human.beings to fubmit to 
any laws or cuftoms, without convin- 
cing their underftandings of the utii- 
Yetfal 
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verfal utility of thefe political conven- 
lions. When are we to expeft this 
conridion ? We cannot expefl it from 
.childhood, fcarcely from youth; but, 
from the maturity of the underftand- 
ing, we are told that we may expert it 
with ceruinty. — And of what ufe can 
it then be to us ? When the habits 
are Bxed, when the charader is decided, 
when the manners are . formed, what . 
can be done by the bare convi^on of 
, the Aindcrftanding^ What could we 
expeft from that woman whofe moral 
. education was to begin at the moment 
when ihe was called upon to a^i and 
,_who without having imbibed in her 
early years any of the falutary preju-' 
^dices of her fex, or without having 
been educated in the amiable acqui- 
efcence to well-eftabliflied maxims of 
C female 
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female prudence, fliould boldly ven- 
ture to conduft herfelf by the imme- . 
diate conviftion of ber underftand- 
ing ? I care not for the names or ti- 
tles of my guides; all that I fliall en- 
' quire is, which is bell acquainted with 
the road. Provided women be con- 
dufted quietly to thcjr good, it is 
fcarcely worth their while to difpute 
about the pompous, metaphyfical 
names or precedency of their motives. 
Why fhould they deem it difgraceful 
to be induced to purfue their interelt 
by what feme philofophers.are pleafed 
to call wedk motives ? Is it not much 
Icfs difgraceful to be peaceably go- 
verned by weak reafons, than to be 
incapable of being reftrained by the 
ftrongeft? The dignity of human 
nature, and the boafted free-wilt of 
rational 
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rational agents^ are high-founding 
words, likely to impofe upon the va- 
nity of the fair fex, as well as upon 
the pride of our's ; but if we analyfe 
the ideas.anoexed to thefe terms, to 
what Ihall we reduce them ? Reafon 
in its bigheft perfedion feems juft to 
arrive at die certainty of inftin£t ; and 
truth, impreffed upon the mind ilk 
early youth by 'the united voice of 
aflre6tion and authority, gives all tho 
real advantages of the moft inveftiga* 
ting fpirit of philofophy. If die re- 
sult of ihe'thought^ experience, and . 
fiifferings of one race of beings 19 
(when inculcated upon the belief of 
the next) to be ftigmatifed as preju- 
dice, there is an end to all the bene- 
fits of hiftory and of education. The 
mutual interccurfe of individuals and 
C a of 
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«f nations muft be only for the tra$c- 
or amufement of the day. Every age. 
muft repeat the fame experiments; eve- 
ry man and every nation muft make the 
fiune miftakes, and fuffer the fame: 
HiiferieS) whilft the civilization and hap- 
pinefs of the world, if not retrograde in. 
(heir courfe, muft for ever be fiation* 
»ry. 

' Let us not, then, defpife or teach the 
other fex to defpife the traditional max- ~ 
igis of experience, or thofe early pre- 
pofteflioRS, which may be termed pre- 
judices, but which in reality ferve as 
their moral inftin£t. I can fee neither 
tyranny on our part, nor flavery on 
theirs, in this fyftem of education. 
This, fentimental or metaphyfical, ap- 
peal to our candour and generoli^y has 
then 
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then no real force, and evtry othei 
argument for the literary and pbtkfophi' 
cal education of women, and for tho 
extraordinary cultivation of their un- 
derftandings, I have examined, 

You probably imagine, that, by the 
fuperior ingenuity and care you pro- 
pofe to beftow on your daughter's edu^ 
cation, you (hall make her an excep- 
tion to general maxims, you fliall give 
her all the blef&ngs of a literary culti- 
vation, and at the fame time prefervQ 
her from all the follies a^d faults, and 
evils which have been found to attend 
the charafter of a literary lady. 

Syftems produce projefts; and as' 

projefts in education are of all others 

the mofi; hazardous, they Ihould not be 

ifollowed till after the moft mature dV 

C 3 libera- 
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liberation : though it may be natural* 
is it wife for any man to exped extraor- 
dinary fbccefs, from his efforts or bit 
precautions, beyond what has ever 
been the ihare of thofe who have had 
tnotives as ftfong for care and for ex- 
ertion', and fome of whom were poffi- 
bly his equals in ability ? Is it not in- 
cumbent upon you, as a parent and as 
it philofophef, to calculate accurately 
Vrhat you have to fear, as well as what 
y6u haVe 16 hope. You can at pre- 
fent, with a fobcr degree of intcreft, 
bear to hear me enumerate the evils, 
and ridicule the foibles, incident to 
literary ladies; but if your daughter 
were aftually in this clafs, you would 
pot think it friendly if 1 were to attack 
them. In this favourable moment, 
then, 
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then, I b«g you to heu- me with tem- 
per; and as I touch upon every danger 
and every fault, confider cautioufly 
whether you have a fpecific remedy or 
a certain preventative in ftore for each 
of them. 

Women of literature are much more 
numerous of late th^n they were a few 
years ago. They make a clafs in foci- 
ety, they fill the public eye, and have 
acquired a degree of confequence and 
an appropriate cbara3er. The efteem 
of private friends, and the admiration 
of the public for their talents, are cir- 
cumftances highly flattering to their 
vanity, and as fuch I will allow them 
to be fubftantial pleafures. I am alfo 
ready to acknowledge that a tafle for 
literature adds niuch to the happinefs 
C 4 of 
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of life, and women may enjoy to a cer- 
tain degree this happinefs as well as 
men. But with literary women this, 
nient happinefs feems at bell but a 
fiibordinate conlideration ; it is not, 
by the treafures they poffefs, but by 
tbofe which they have an opportunity 
of difplayipgi that they eftimate their 
wealth. To obtain public applaufe, 
they are betrayed too often into, a 
piiferable oft^ntation of their learn- 
ing. 

. Coxe tells us, that certain Ru(Gan la- 
dies IpHt their pearls, in order to make 
a grefiter difplay of finery. The 
pleafure of being admired for wit or 
erudition, I cannot exadly meafure in 
» female mind, but Aate it to be as 
great a$ yo« reafonably c»n fuppofi; 
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ity there are evils attendant upon' 
it, which, in the eftimation of a pru- 
dent father, may overbalance the good.. 
The intoxicating effeftof wit upon the 
brain, has Been well remarked by a 
poet, who was a friend to the fair fex,. 
and too many ridiculous, and too many 
difgufting, examples confirm the truth 
of the obfervation. The deference 
that is paid to genius fometimes makes 
the fair fex forget, that genius will be 
refpefled only when united with dif- 
cretion. Thofe who have acquired 
fame, fancy that they can afford to fa- 
crifice reputation. I will fuppofe, 
however, that their heads fhall be 
flrong enough to bear inebriating ad- 
miration; and that their conduft fliali 
be ^entially irreproachable, yef they 



:.Googlc 



{ «« ) 

will Jhew in their manners and convert 
fation that contempt of inferior minds» 
and that negle£l of common forms and 
cuftoms, which will provoke the indig- 
nation of foolS} and which cannot 
efcape the cenfure of the wife. Even 
whilft we are fecure of their innocence^ ' 
we dillike that daring fpirit in the fe- 
male fex, which delights to oppofe the 
common opinions of fociety, and frc^ 
apparent trifles we draw unfavourable 
omens, which experience too often 
confirms. You will a(k me why I 
Jhould fuppofe that wits are more lia- 
ble to be fpoiled by admiration than 
beauties, who have ufually a larger 
fliare of it, and who are not more ex- 
empt from vanity ? Thofe who are 
vain of trifling accomplifhiiients, of. 
rank, 
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of rank, of riches, or of beauty, de- 
pend upon the world for their imme- 
diate gratification. They are fcnfible 
of their dependence ; they liften with 
deference to the maxims, and attend 
■with anxiety to the opinions of thofe 
from whom they expc£l their reward 
and their daily ajnufements. In their 
fubjeflion confifts their fafety, whiift 
Vomen, who neither feel dependent for 
amufement or for felf- approbation up- 
'on company-and public places, are apt 
to conlider this fubjefiion as humitia 
ting, if not infupportable : perceiving 
their own fuperiority, they defpife, and 
«ven fet at defiance, the opinions of 
their acquaintance ' of inferior abili- 
ties: contempt, where it, cannot be 
openly retorted, produces averfion, 
not 
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conftrained to filence: envy, con- 
fidered as the involuntary tribute, ex- 
torted by merit, is flattering to pride; ' 
and I know, that many women de- 
light to excite envy, even whilft they 
aSed to fear its. confequences. But 
'they who imprudently provoke it, are 
little aware o( the torments they pre- 
|ttre for themfelves — " cover your face 
-well before you difturb the hornet's 
taeft", was a maxim of the eicferienced 
Catharine de Medicis. 

Men of literature, if ve may truft to 
the biuer expreflions of anguifh in 
their writings, and in their private let- 
ters, feel acutely all the fttngs of envy. 
Wom^, who have more fufcepttbility 
of temper, and lefs {trength of mind, 
and 
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and whoj from the delicate nature t^ 
their reputation^ are mQre cxpofed to 
attack, are alfo lefs able to endure it. 
Malignant critics, whea they cannot 
attack an author's peace in iiis writings^ 
frequently fcrutinize his private life; 
and every perfonal anecdote is pub-, 
iiflied without regard to truth or pro- 
priety. How will the delicacy of the 
female character endure this treat* 
ment ? how will her friends bear to fee 
her purfued even in domeftic retire- 
ment, if fhe ffiould be wife enough to 
make that retirement her choice i bow 
will they like to fee premature memoirs 
and fpurious collections of iamiltar 
letters publiflied fay needy bookfellers 
or defigning enemies f Yet to all thefe 
things men of letters are fubjed; and 
fuch 
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fuch mud literary ladies expeEl, IF ihcy 
attain to any degree of eminence.—- 
Judging, then, from the experience of 
our fex, I may pronounce envy to be' 
one of the evils which women of un- 
common genius have to dread. *' Cea- 
fure", fays a celebrated writer, " is 
a tax which every man muil pay to the 
public who feeks to be eminent." 
Women mufl: exped to pay it doubly. 
Your daughter, perhaps, (hall be 
above fcandal. She fiiall defpife the 
idle wbifper, and the common tattle of 
her fex i her foul Ihall be raifed above 
the ignorant and the frivolous; fhe 
ftiall have a relifh for higher convcr- 
fation, and a tafte for higher fociety. 
But where is fhe to find this fociety ? 
how is flie to obtain this fociety ? You. 
make 
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make her incapable of friendfhip wiih 
her own fex. Where is flie to look for 
friends, for companions} ■ for' equals ? 
Amongft men ? Amongft what clafs of 
men ? Not amongft men of fauGnefs, 
or men of gallantry, but amongft men 
of literature ? 

I think it is Stuart, who, in fpeakin^ 
pf Roulfeaujobrerves that learned men 
have ufually chofen for their wives, 
or for their companions, women who 
were rather below than above the 
fiandard of mediocrity : this feem» 
to me natural and reafonable. Such 
men, probably, feel their own inca- 
pacity for the daily bufinefs of life, 
their ignorance of the world, their 
flovenly habits, and negleft of domef- 
tic affiura. They do not want wives 
who 
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*ho have precifely their owndefeflsj 
4hey rather defire to Bnd fuch as Chall, 
- by the oppofite habits aiid virtues, fup- 
p]y their deficiencies. I do not fee 
why two books fhould marry, any 
jtnore than two eftates. Some few 
exceptions might be quoted againl^ 
■Stuart's obfervatioDs. I have juft feenj . 
under the article " A Literary Wife", 
in D'Ifraeli's Curiofities of Literature, 
an account of Francis Pbidetphus, a 
■great fcholar in the fifteenth century, 
who was fo defirous of acquiring the 
Creek language in perfefUon, that he 
travelled to Conftantinople in fearch 
of a Gretian wife : the lady proved a 
fcold, *' But to do juftice to the name 
of Theodora", as this author adds, 
*' Ihe has been honourably mentioned 
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« !n the iFrench Academy of Sciences*'* 
1 hope this proved aft adequate com* 
pefiFation to her hulband for his do- 
meftic brcnls. 

Happy Madame Dacier! you found 
A hufljand fuiled to your tafte ! " You 
and Monlieur Dacier, if D'Akmbert 
tells the ftory rightly, once cooked a 
difli in concert, hy a receipt, which 
you fotiAd in Apicius, and you both 
fat dowh and eat of your learned ra^ 
gout till you were both like to diet'* 

Were I fure, my dear friend, that 
every literary lady would be equally 
fortunate in finding in a hufband a 
man who would fympathife in hertaftes, 
I fhould diminifh my formidable cata- 
logue of evils. But alas! Monfieur 
Dacier js no more! " and we fhall 
D never 
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never live to fee his fellow." Lite- 
rary ladies will, I am afraid, be lofers 
in love as well as in friendfliip, by. 
their fuperiority. — Cupid .is a timid, 
playful child, and is frightened at the 
helmet of Minerva, It has been ob- 
, ferved, that gentlemen are not apt to 
admire a prodigious quantity of learn- 
ing, and mafculine acquiremepts in the. 
fair fex — our fex ufually conlider a 
certain degree of weaknefs, both of 
mind and body, as friendly to female 
grace. I am not .abfolutely of this 
opinion, yet I do not fee the advantage 
of fupernatura! force, either of body 
or mind, to female excellence. Her- 
cules-Spinfter found his ftrength rather 
an incumbrance than an advantage. 

Supe- 
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: Superiority of mind muft be united 
with great temper and generofity to be 
tolerated by ttiofe who are forced to 
fubmit to its influence. I have feen 
witty and learned ladies, who did not 
feem to think it at all incumbent upon 
them to facrifice any thing to the fenfe 
of propriety. On the contrary, they 
feemed to take both pride and pleafure 
in ihewing; the utmoft flretch of their 
ftrength, regardlefs of the confe- 
quencea, panting only for viftory. 
Upon fuch occafions, when the ad- 
verlary has been a hufl>and or a father, 
I muft acknowledge that I have felt 
fenfations, which few ladies can ever . 
believe they excite. Airs and graces 
I can bear as well as another — but 
airs without graces, no man thinks 

D 2 him- 
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himfelif bound to bear-~and leaned 
airs leaft of all. Ladies of' high rank) 
in the Coan of Parnaflas, are apt, 
ffWKtimes, to claim precedency out of 
ihar own domimonS] which creates 
much ccmfufion, and generally ends 
in their being afirontcii. That know- 
ledge of the world, which keeps peo- 
ple in their proper places, they will 
never learn from the Mufes, 

As Moliere has painted out with all 
the force of comic ridiculcj in the 
Femmes Savantes, a lady who afj»res 
to the fuhlime delights of philofophy 
and poetry, mull forego the fimple 
pleafures, and will defpift the duties 
of dtMneftic life. I Ihould not expeS 
that my hoafe affairs would be with 
hafte difpatched by a Defdemona, 
, weep- 



D,gnii^d.,G00glc 



( 37 ) 

weeping over fome unvarniflied tale, 
petrified with fome hiftory of horrors, 
deep in a new theory of the earth, or 
ferioufly inclined to bear of " Antres 
vaft, and defarts idle" — *^ and men 
whofe heads do grow beneath their 
ihoulders" — at the very time when ftio 
fhould be ordering dinner, or paying 
the butcher's bill — 1 fhould have the 
lefs hope of rouling her attention to 
my culinary concerns and domeftic 
grievances, becaufe I Ihould probably 
incur her contempt for hinting at thefe 
l^iblunary matters, and her indignation 
for fuppoGng that (he ought to be em- 
ployed in fuch degrading occupations. 
I have heard that if thefe fublime 
geniuITes are wakened from their re- 
veries by the appulfe of external cir- 
D 3 cum- 
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cumltances, they ftart and exhibit all 
the perturbation and amazement of 
cataleptic patients. 

Sir Charles Harrington, in the days 
of Queen Elizabeth} addrelfed a copy 
of vcrfes to his wife, " On Women's 
Virtues'* — thefe he divides into " the 
private, civil!, and heroyke; the pri- 
vate belong to the country houfcwife, 
whom it concerneth chiefly — 

" The frnit, malt, hops, to tend, to Aiy, to otter, 
" To bat, fttip, fpin the wool, the hemp, the flai, 
" Breed poultry, gather honey, try the wis, 
" And rooie thtn all, to bare good checfe imA 

" butter. 
*• Then next a ftep, but yet a large ftep higher, 
\ " Came civiU tittoe fitter for the citty, 

" With modeft looks, good cloths, and anTwcis 
" witty; 
<' Thcfe bafcr thugs not done, but guded by bcr." 
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As for hetoyke vertue, and heroyke 
' 4ames, honed Sir Charles would have 
nothing to do with them. 

Allowing, however, that you could 
combine ali thefe virtues— that you 
could form a perfeft whole, a female 
wonder from every creature's befl^, dan- 
gers ftill threaten you. How will you 
preferve your daughter from that de- 
lire of univerfal admiration, which 
will ruin all your work? -How will 
you, along with all the pride of know- 
ledge, give her that " retiring mo- 
defty" which is fuppofed io have more . 
charms for our fex than the fulleft 
difplay of wit and beauty. 

The fair Tiouloufe -WAS fo called, bfi- 

caufe flie was fo fair that no one could 

live either with or without beholding 

D 4 her 



:.Googlir 



C 40 ) 
her — whenever Ilie came forth from 
ber own manfion, which hiflory oh- 
ferves ihe did very feldom, fuch im- 
petuous crowds rufhed to obtain a figh* 
of her, that limbs were broken and 
lives were loft wherever (he appeared. 
She ventured abfoad lefs frequently — 
the evil encreafed— till at length the 
magiflTAtes of the- city iffued an edi£l 
commanding the fair Thouloufe, un- 
der the pain of perpetual iroprifon- 
iQent to appear in bxoad day-light for 
one hour,, every weekj in ^he public 
market-place. 

Modern ladies, by frequenting pub-* 
lie places fo regularly) declare their 
approbatioit of the wholefiuQe re- 
gulations of thefe prudent majfi. 
ftrates. Very different was the crafty 
policy of the Propliet Mahomet, who 
J forl?a4 
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forbad his vorfiiippers even to paint 
his pidure. The Turks have pictures 
of the hand, the foot, the features, of 
Mahomet, but no reprefentation of the 
whole face or perfon is allowed. The 
portraits of our beauties, in our exhi- 
bition-room, fliew a proper contempt 
of this inlidious policy; and tbofo 
' learned and ingenious ladies^ who pub- 
lilh their private letters, feleft maximi, 
fecret anecdotes, and iamily memoirs, 
are entitled to our thanks for thus pre- 
fenting us with full lengths of their 
minds. 

Can you expe8, my dear Sir, that 
your daughter, with all the genius and 
leartiing which you intend to give her, 
ihould refraiii from thcfe imprudent 
cxbibitioiis F WiU fiie " yield her 
charmi 
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charms of mind with fweet delay ?" 
Will file, in every moment of her life, 
recolleft that the fatal deiire for uni- 
verfal admiration always defeats its 
own purpofe, efpecially if the purpofe 
be to win love as well as admiration ? 
It is in vain to tell me that more en- 
larged ideas in our fex would alter our 
taites, and alter even the aObciations- 
wbich now influence our paflions. 
The captive who has numbered the 
links of his chains, and who has even 
difcovered how thofe chains are con- 
ftrufted, is not therefore nearer to the 
recovery of his liberty, 

Be&des, it muft take a length of 

time to alter aflbciations and opinions, 

which, if not juji, are at leaft ccmtnon 

in our fex. You cannot exped eves 

. that 
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that conviction ihouM operate imme- 
diately upon the public tafte. You 
will, in a few years, have educated 
your daughter; and if the world be 
not educated exa^Iy at the right time 
to judge of her perfeflions, to ad- 
mire and love them, you will have 
wafted your labour, and you will have 
facrificed your daughter's happinefs; 
that happinefs, analyfe it as a man of 
the world or as a philofopher, mull 
depend on friendfhip, love, the exer- 
cife of her virtues, the juft perform- 
ance of all the duties of life, and the 
felf-approbation arifing from th& con- 
fcioufnefs of good conduct. 

I am, my dear friend. 

Yours fincerely- 

■ AN- 
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PRECEDING LETTER. 

IF I were not naturally 
of a fanguine temper, your letter. Day 
dear friend, would fill my mind with 
fo many melancholy fears for the fate 
of literary women, that I Ihould be 
tempted to educate my daughter io the 
fecure " blifs of ignorance." 

I atn fenlible that we have no right 
to try new experiments and fanciful 
theories at the expence of our fellow- 
creatures, efpecialiy on thofe who are 
bclplefs, and immediately under our 
pro- 
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proteftion. Who can eftimate the 
•nguilh which a parent muft feel from 
itte rain of his child, when joined to 
the idea that it may hare teen caufed 
by imprudent education: but reafoa 
fiiould never be blinded by fentiment, 
when it is her proper o£Bce to guide 
and enlighten. There is fcarcly any 
family, I hope, which does not feel 
within itfelf the happy effefts of the 
improvements in modem education; 
but we could nerer have felt thcfe ad- 
. vMitages, If we had re&ftcd all attempts 
at alteration. 

Do not, my dear Sir, call mtf *« * 
champion for tke rights ef women"', I 
am more intent upon their happinefs 
than ambitious to enter into a meta* 
phyfical difcuffion of their rights. 
Their 



DyGoogle 



C 46 ) 

Tfaeirhappinefs is fo nearly connected 
with ours, that it Teems to me abfurd to 
Hianage any argument fo as to fet the 
two .fexes at variance by vain conten- 
tion for fuperiority. It is not our cb- 
jeft to make an invidious divifion of 
rights and privil,eges,.but to detennine 
what is moA for our general advan- 
tage. 

I fijall not, therefore, e^camioe with 
much anxiety how f^r women are na- 
turally inferior to us either in ftrength 
of mind or body. The ftrength of the 
one has no neceflary conneftion -with 
the other, I may obferve; and inteU 
le£lual ability has ever conquered 
mere bodily ftrength, froin the limes of 
-Ajax and Ulyfles to the prefent day. 
Jn civilized focietyj that fpecies of fu- 
periority 
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perlority which belongs to fuperior' 

force, is reduced to little in the lowell 
ctalfes, to lefs in thahigher elafles of life. 

The invention of 6re-arms renders 
addrefs and prefence of mind more 
than a match for force, or at lead re- 
duces to an af^ir of chance the pre* 
tenfions of the feeble and the Arong. 
The art of printing has extended the 
dominion of the mind, as much by fa* 
cilitating the intercoarfe and combina- 
tion of perfons of literature, as by the 
. rapid* and univerfal circulation of 
knowledge. Both thefe inventions 
have tended to alter the relative fitua- 
tion of women in modern fociety. 

I acknowledge that, with refpeftto 
the opportunities of acquiring know- 
ledge, inftitution and manners are much 
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ID favour of ofir fex ; but joitt argti. 
ment concerning timg appears to me to 
be inaccurate. WhtlA the knowledge 
of ttte learned languages continues to 
form an indifpenfable part of a gentle 
' man's education* many fears of child* 
. bood and youth mull be devoted to 
their attainment. During thefe ftudfes* 
the general cultivation of the under- 
ftanding is in fome degree letatded. 
All the ihtelleaual powers arc craoOi' 
ped, except the memory, which is 
fufficiently exetci (ed, but which is ovMr- 
loaded with words, and with words 
which ar£ feldom underllood. The 
genius of living and of dead langua- 
ges differs fo much, that the pains which 
are taken to write elegant Latin, fre- 
quently fpoil the Engiifli ftyle. Girls 
ufually 
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ttfually write much better tbin boys t 
tbey think and exprert their thoaghu 
clearly at an age when young men can 
fcarcely write an cafy letter upon any 
common occafion. Women do not 
read the beft authora of antiquity a* 
fchool books ; but they can have ex- 
cellent tranOationa of moft of them^ 
when they are capable of tafiing tfaei^ 
beauties, I know that it is fuj^fed 
ito one CM judge of the claflics by 
trahflations 1 and I am fenfible th^t 
much of the merit of the originals may 
be loft } but I think' the difference in 
pleafure is mar« than overbalanced to 
women, by the time they fave, and by 
the labour and mifappUcatiort of labili- 
ties which is fpared. If they do not 
acquire a claffic tafte, neiHier do they 
E acquire 
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acquire claffic prejudices: nbrarethey 
early difgulled with literatur^j by peda- 
gogues, - lexicons, gfamraars, and dX\ 
the melancholy : apparatus of learning* 
Field.fports, travellingt gaming, loung-i 
Vig, and what is called pleafure in va- 
.rious Jhapes, ufually fill the interval 
between quitting the college and fet- 
tling for life : this period is not toft 
by the other' fex. Women begin to 
tafle. the real, pleafures of reading 
juft at the age when young men, dif- 
gufted with their ftudies, begin to be 
.Earned amongft their companions of 
alluding to ' literaturs. When this 
period is pafi, bufinefs, the neceflity of 
purfuing a profeffion, the ambition of 
Ihintng in parliament, or of riling in 
publitc lifej occupy a large portion of 
their 
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Atif tiVes. The undcrftanding is but 
partially cultivated for thefe purpofes j - 
men 4f genius .lAuft cdntr^ft their en- 
quiries» and concentrate their powers } 
they muft purfue' the expeMenti even 
when they diftinguifh thar it is not the 
right, and they are degrwjcd to " litirary 
mtifatu*". The other fex have n$> 
fiich conft'raint upon their underftand- 
ings ; neither the Dece£Biy of earning 
their hread, nor the ambition to fhint 
an public life, burry or prejudice their 
minds ; in dcmieftic lifej ** they have 
leifure to be wife." Womenj who do 
not love diffipationj mull have more 
time for the cultivation of their under* 
standings, than men can have if you 
Compute the whole of life. 

• Smart, 

E a Voa 
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' Yoa'appreWad that knowle^ flinft 
be hurtful to the i<K, becMfe it will b« 
(be mimi of (heir ac^iilaiig power. 
It (eeiM la «e iaifofiblie that women 
con acquire the ipecies of dire& powev- 
which you d>«ajd: i^e mtineTsof fo- 
ciety-lriaft tolaily change before wo- 
men can mingk with faoA ia the baf^ 
and paUk (ccoci «f Jilt. The; muft 
became jWnaiom before *ey can ef- 
(aS tWi chtage -, diey m»ft ceafe Itf be 
wo«et> befiee they dm deSre il. The 
happiacfe of aei&er 6k Could he iif 
Cfeafed by this tuetamoiphofis ; the 
objeft taunot be woidi the price. 
Power, ItippoSng it 1«» be a certain 
good to iti poSegbt, i« Kke all our other 
pleafurej,eapableof being appreciated} 
and if women are (aught to elUmate 
their 
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die» pleafi»res, they wiU be goremcd 
In tbesr choice by ihe re»l, not by the 
ntngiRary, value. They wiU be con- 
-nnccd, not by the voice of the mor^ft 
«looe, bat by tb«r 01^ cdjfeivation amA 
expericBce, that power U an evil ia 
moft cafes } aad to tbofb wb« really 
wilh to do good to their fellow-cvm- 
turet, it is at b«ft but a painful tnift. 
If, my dear Sir, it be your objeS^ 
t6 monep<4iae power lor our fex, 
you cannot poffibly better fecur* k 
from the wifbe» of the other, than by 
'enlightening their minds, and enlarging 
their view of human affairs. The 
common fault of ignorant «id iU-«dv- 
cated women is a love for doauaion : 
4his they fliew in every petty ftruggte 
wbcre they are pcnoittcd 10 aQ in pri' 
E 3 vate 
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vate life. Vou arc afraid that the fomci 
difpofitioD Ihould have a larger field for 
its difplay ; and you believe this tem- 
per to be inherent in the fex. I doubt 
whether any temper be natural^ as it ia 
called: certainly this difpofition need 
not be attributed to any innate caufc} 
it is the confequence of their errone- 
: ous education. Th« tielief that.plea* 
fure is neceffarily conneftd^d with the 
mere exercife of £ree-willj is a falfo 
find pernicious afTociatibn of ideas^ 
arifing from the tyranny of thofe who 
have h^d the management of theu* 
childhood, from their, having frfr * 
quently difcovered that they have 
been more happy in chufing about 
trifles) when they have aded in oppo* 
•fitipn to the maxims of thofe who goK 
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^er'n themj than when they have lol- 
■lowed their advice. I fliall endeavour 
to prevent this from happening in my 

- daughter's early education, and (haH 
thus, I hope, prevent her acquiring any 
unconquerable prejudice in favour of 
her own wifties, or any unreafonabte 
defire to inBuence the opinions of 
others. People-, who have reafons for 
their ptclerences and averfions, are 
never fo ' zealous in the fupport of 
their own taftes, as thofe are who have 

'no arguments either to convince them- 
felves Or others that 'they are in the 
right. Pswer oyer the minds of others 
will not, flierefore, in domefticj any 
more than in public life, be an objeft 
of ambition to vomtn of enlarged 
underftandings. 

E 4 ■ Yon 
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Ydd appeal t^ hifterjr to pffrv« ta 
ale that great nala^ities.l^v^ enfiKtl 
vhoneveT- the female fex has been j{^ 
4i;]ged y^ith lilurty, yet yoii acknow- 
ledge that wa cannot be certain whether 
tbefe evils have been the ^fie£ts of our 
irufting tb^m with -liberty^ or of oitr 
|iot having previoufly inftru£ted theip 
ii> the tife of it : upon the decifion of 
this refts ypur whole argument' Wo- 
men have DQt erred from havjng kno\v- 
ledgC} but front nqt having bad ex-< 

-pcrience: they 9i9y have grown vain 
aed piefumptuQua when . they baye 
leiurned butlittlei they will be fobered 
into good fqnfe when tbey Ihall have 

. learned more. 

But you f^r that knowledge fboiild 

injure the delicacy of fcQiale mannersa 

that 
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Aat truth would n^ ke«p fa finn a hold 
upon the mifid aq prqu^ce, aad d^t 
the convi^ioft of the underftandiog 
will never have a pefmanent, good 
eSeSt upon the'cooduQ. I agree with . 
joM in thinking, that the firength of 
mind} which make* people govern i 
themfelres by reafon, ia not alwajrs 
conne3ed with abilities in their moft 
cultivated ftate. I deplon the ia- 
ftances I have feen of. this iruifa; bvt 
I do not defpair : I am* on the coa- 
trary, elicited to examine into the 
caufes of this pheenomenon in the hu- 
man mind: norj becaufe I fee fome 
evil, would I fjfcrifice the good ob a 
motive of bare mfpicioix. It is a con- 
tradiAion to fay, that to give the power 
cf dlTceqiing what ia good, is to give a 

3 difpoCtibn 
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dirpoGtion to prefer what is. bad. Alt 
that you prove when you fay that preju- 
dice, palOon, habit, often impel us to 
»&. in' oppofitidn to our reafon, if, 
that there exift enemies to reafon, 
which have not yet been fubdued. 
Would you deftpoy her power bccaufe 
{he has not been always viflorious f -ra- 
ther think on the dieans by which yon 
may attend her dominion, and fecure 
' to her in future the permanent advan- 
tages of viSory. 

"Women, whofe talents have been 
much cultivated, have ufually had 
their attention diflraEed by fubordi- 
nate purfuits, and thcy have ndt been 
taught that the grand obje£t of life is 
to be happy; to be prudent and vir- 
tuous that they may be happy;- their 
ambition 
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ambiticn has been direfled to the ae- 
quifition of knowledge and learning, 
merely as other women have been ex- 
cited to acquire accompliflimentS} for ; 
the purpofes of oftentation, not with a 
view to the real advantage of the ac« 
quifitioR. But, from the abufe, you 
are not to argue againft the ufe of 
knowledge. Place objeds in a juft 
view before the underliandiag, fliew 
their different proportions, apd the 
mind will make a wife choice. " You .' 
think yourfelf happy becaqfe you are ; 
wife", faid a philofopher; " I think ' 
myfetf wife becaufe I am happy." 

No woman can be happy in fociety 
who does not preferve the peculiar vir- 
tues of her fex. When this is demon- 
llrated to the tinderfiandingj muft not 
tbofc 
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ihofe virtues, and the means of pre- 
I^FVtDg tbem, become obje&s of the 
firft and neft uitere^^ in^iortance to 
a fbtfible woman? 1 would |iot reft 
Iter fecunty entirely upon thii convic- 
tHMi, when I can increafe it by all the 
previous habits of early cdscationc 
d>efe things are not, as you feem to 
think, Compatible. Whilft a chiU 
has not the ufe of reafon, I would guide 
it by vgf rearoB, aiid give it fiach habitt 
u my experience coDvinccs me will 
•end ta its happineb. -As the child^ 
tmderftanding is enlarged, I can ex- 
plain the meaning, of my cbnduA, and 
, habit will then be confirmed by reaTon : 
I lole no time, I expofe myfetf to no 
danger by this fyftem. On the coiv- 
trary, thofc who depend merely on the 
force 
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force oF habk and of prejudice a(<cni^ 
expofe tbentfelves to perpetual danger* 
If Once Oieir p«pil> begin to refled ' 
upon theit own bood-wthked edaca<k 
tion, if oace dielr faith if ftakcn in At 
dogmas which have been impofcd apott 
than, they will probably hcliere that 
they have been deceived in everf < 
thing which they have been taught, and 
(hey will burft their forKcr bonda with 
ifldtgaanon: credulity ii alwaya rafll 
IB the moment of detefUoA. 

You diKike in the female kx thai 
dating fpirtt which de^iGes the com^ 
nion forms of fociety. and which bies^ 
through the delic&cy and referve of 
femaia manners. So do I. And the 
bcft method to make my pupil refpeft 
ihele things, is to (hew her how ibcy 
arc 



D,gniod.,Goi,">glc 



ttre ihdifpenfably connected witli th€ 
Jargeft interefis of fociety, and with 
their higheft pleafuresi Surely this 
perception,, this view of the utility of 
forms, apparently trifling, muft be a 
firong ftcurity to the fex} and for fu- 
perior to the automatic habits of tfaofe 
who fubmit to the conventions of the 
vorld, without confideration or con-i 
viftion. Habit, improved by rcafon, 
aCfumes the rank of virtue. The mo- 
tives which reftrain from vice muft be 
encieafed, by the clear conviction that 
vice and wretchednefs are infeparably 
united. 

It is too true that woitien, who have 

been but half inftrufted, who have 

fcen only fupei^cially the relations of 

moral and political ideas, and who have 

obtained 
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(>btai(ied but an imperfed knowled^ 
of the humaa heart, have conduced 
^emfelves lb as to difgrace their talent* 
and their Tex: ihefe are confpicuous 
and melancholy examples, cited oftener 
-with malice than with pity. The be- 
nevolent and the wife point out the 
errors of genius with more care than 
thofc of foUy, becaule there a more 
danger from the example. 

I appeal to examples, which every 
man of literature will immediately; re- 
colle£t amongft our contemporaries, to 
prove, that where the female under- 
ftanding has been properly cuhivatedy 
women have not only obtained admira- 
tion by their ufeful abilities, but refpeft. 
by their exemplary conduft. 

You very prudently avoid alluding 

10 your contemporariesi but you mull 

excufe 
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excnle ' me if I cannot omit tnJUnce* 
eflential to my caafe. Modern educa- 
tion has been improved; the&uitsof 
diefe improvements appear, and you 
mnft not forbid me to point them out. 

Inftead of being albamed that fo lit- 
He has been hitherto done by female 
abilifies. In fcience and in ufeful litera- 
ture, I am furprifed that fo much has 
been effeded. Till of late, women 
veie kept in Turkifii ignorance; every 
means of acquiring knowledge wai 
difcountenanced by fafliion, and'im- 
praSicable even to thofe who de^ifed ' 
fafhion. Our books of fcience were 
full of unintelligible jargon, and myf- 
tery veiled pompous ignoratice from 
public contempt; but now, writers 
muft offer their difcoveries to the pub- 
Uc 
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lie in diftin£t terms, which every body 
may underftand; technical language 
will no longer fupply the place of 
knowledge, and the art of teaching 
has been carried to great perfeftion by 
the demand for learning : all this is in ' 
favour of women. Many things, which 
■were thought to be above their com- 
prehenfion, or unfuited to their fex, 
have now been found to be perfeSly 
within the compafs of their abilities, 
and peculiarly fuited to their fituation. 
Botany his become fapienahle ; in time 
it may become ufeful, if it be not fo 
already. Science has " Ireett enlifted un- 
der the banners of imagination" ^ by the 
irrefiftible charms of genius- by the 
fame power her votaries will be led 
from Ike loofer analogies which dre/s out 
F the 
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tbe imagery 9f poehj, to tbt ftriUer ma 
tvbicb form . tbe ratiecinatien of pbilefo'- 
pby* 

Chemrftry will follow botany; cbc- 
miftry is a fcience particularly fuiterf 
to women, faited to their uleiits and 
to their fituaticm. Cbemiftry is ttota. 
fcience of parade, it affords occupa- 
tion and infinite rariety; it deaiands- 
no bodily ftrength, it can be purfued in 
retirement, it appUe» immediately to 
vfeful and domeftic puipoCes: and 
vbitft the ingenuity of the moft inven- 
tive mind may be exercifed, there is no 
danger of inflaming tbe imagination > 
the judgment is improved, tbe mind i* 
intern upon realities, the knowledge 
that is acquired is exa£l, and the plea" 

" Preface to Dr. Dacwin'i Botanic Gaiden. 

fiire 



Digniod., Google 



( 67 ) 
Hire of the purfuit is a fuffictent it- 
ward for the labour. 

Dr. Johnfon fays, that " nothing is 
ever well done that is done by a re- 
ceipt." Were I attempting to recom- 
mend cheratftry to certain Epicurean 
fbik/opberst I fliould fay that a good 
cook was only an empirical chemift, 
and that the ftudy of this fcience would 
produce a falutary reform in receipt 
books, and muft improve the accom- 
pliihments of every lady who unites 
in her perfon the officer of houfekeeper 
and wife. 

Sir Anthony Abfolute, the inveterate- 
foe to literary ladies, declares, that 
*' were he to chufe another helpmate,- 
*' the extent of her erudition fhould 
*' conli^ in her knowing her fimple 
Fa *' Utters 
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" letters without their mifchievous 
*' combinations; and thefummit ofher 
" fcience be— her ability to count as 
*' far as twenty ; the firft would enable 
" her to work A. A. upon his .linen, 
« and the latter vould be quite fuf- 
" ficient to prevent her giving him a 
*' a Ihirt No. i. and a ftock No. 2." 

Sir Anthony's helpmate would, by 
the proper application of cheraiftry, 
mark A. A. upon his linen, with an 
eafe and expedition unknown to the 
perfevering praftitioners of crofs- 
ftitch ; -and the oeconomy of his ward- 
robe and of his houfe wonld be befne- 
fitted by the fcience of arithmetic and 
the tafte for order. Economy is not 
the mean, *' penny-wife and pound- 
foolift policy" which fome fuppofe it 
i to 
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to be ; It is the art of calculation, join- 1 
ed to the habit of order, and the power 
of proportioning our wiflies to the 
means of gratifying them. *"The 
little pilfering temper of a wife" is def- 
picable and odious to every hulband 
of fenfe and tafle. But, far from de- 
fpifing domefiic duties, women, who 
have been well educated, will hold 
them in high rcfpeS, becaufe they will 
fee that the whole happinefs of life is 
made up of the happinefs of each par- 
ticular day and hour, and that the en- 
joyment of thefe muft depend upon 
the punctual pra6lice of thofe virtues 
which are more valuable than fplendid. 
Tafle, ingenuity, judgment, are all ap- 
plicable to the arts of domeftic life; and 
• PariKl. 

domeltic 
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domcftic life will be moft preferred by 
thofe who have within their own.miods 
a perpetual flow of frefli ideas, who 
cannot be tempted to diffipation* and 
who are moll capable of enjoying qll 
the real pleafures of friendlliip and of 
Jove. 

Since I began this letter, I met with 
the following pathetic pallage, which 
I cannot forbear tranfcribing:— 

* « The greateh part of the obfer- 
*' vadons contained in the foregoing 
*' pages were derived from a lady, who 
*' is now beyond the reach of being 
" affefted by any thing in this fublu- 
" nary world. Her beneficence of 
" difpoQtion induced her never to 

* J. ADdufoD — Eflajr on tbc Management of a 
Sail/. 

** overlook 
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■( overlook any 1^3 or circumftanctf 
•* that fell within the fpbere of hefr 
** obfervation, which promifed to be 
*' in any rcfpeft beneficial to her fel- 
•' low-creature9. To bcr gentle in- 
** fluence the public are indebted, if 
*' they be indeed indebted at all, for 
" whatever ufeful hints may at any time 
*' hare dropt from my pen ; a being, flte 
** thought, who muft depend fo much 
" as man does on the aflifiance of 
^ others, owes, as a debt to his fellowo 
** creatures, the communication of the 
** little ufeful knowledge that chance ' 
'* may have thrown in his way. Such 
** hasbeen my conftant aim; fuch were 
" the views of the wife of my bofom, 
" the friend of my heart, who fup- 
^ ported and afCfted me in all my pur- 
' fuit* 
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" fuiis. , I how feel a melancholy fauV 
** faftion in contemplating thofe objefts 
« (he once delighted to elucidate." 

The elegant Lord Lyttleion, the be- 
nevolent Haller, the amiable Dr. 
Gregory, have all, in the language of 
afieftion, poetry, and truth, defcribed' 
the pleafures which men of genius and 
literature enjoy in a union with wo- 
men who can fympathife in all their- 
thoughts and feelings; who can con- 
verfe with them as equals, live with 
them as friends; -who can adift them 
in the important" and delightful duty of 
educating their children; who can 
make their family their motl agreeable 
fociety, and their home the attra^ive 
centire of bappinefs. 

Caa 
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Cah women of uncultivated undet- / 
ftandings make fuch wives ? i< 

Women have not the privilege of 
choice as we have; but they have the 
power to determine. Women can- 
not precifely force the tailes of 
the perfon with whom thev may be 
connefted, yet their happinefs will 
greatly depend upon their being able 
to conform their tafles to his. -For this '• 
reafon, I Ihould rather, in female edu- 
cation, cultivate the general powers of 
the mind than any particular faculty, I 
do not defire to make my daughter a 
mufician, a painter, or a poetefs; I do 
not defire to make her a botanift, a 
mathematician, or a chemift; but I 
wifh to give her the habit of induftry 
and attention, the love of knowledge ■ 
G and 
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and the power of reafoning : thefe will 
enable her to attain excellence in any 
purfuit of fcience or of literature. 
Her tal^es and her occupations vill, I 
hope, be determined by her fituatioRj 
and by the wifiies of her friends : fbe 
vill confider all accompli fhments and 
ail knowledge as fubordinate to her 
firft object, the contributing to tbeif 
happinefs and her owti. 

I am, my dear friend, 

Yours fincerely. 



ERR ATUM. 
In the Effay on the Science of Self-Juftification, 
f. lo, I. 5, f, 6, dele never. 
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JULIA AND CAROLINE. 

LETTER L 
Julia to Carolike. 

TN vaiii} deaf Caroline, you urge me 
^ tolbink, I profefs on\y to fiel. 

^Refle^upon my own feelings \ analyze 
" my notions of happinefs ! explain to 
« you my fyftem ! — " My fyftem ! But 
I have no fyftem: that is the very dif- 
ference between us. My notioaa of 
happinefs cannot be refolved into 
. B a fimplci 
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fimple, fixed, principles. Nor dare f^- 
even attempt to ait^.yfe them, the fubt 
tie eflence would efcape in the procefs: 
Juft punifliment to the alchemift in 
morality ! — You, Caroline are of a 
more fedate, contemplative charafier. 

Philofophy becomes the rigid mif- 
trefs of your life, enchanting enthufiafm 
the companion of mine. Suppofe (he 
lead me now and then in purfuit of a 
meteor ; am not I happyv in the chace ? 
'When one illulton vaniQies, another 
Ihall appear, and ftill leading me for- 
ward towards an horizon that retreats 
as I advance, the happy profpeft of 
futurity fhall yanifli only vith my ex- 
iftence. 

**■ RefleQ upon my feelings V — dear 

Caroline, is it not enough that I do 

feel ?— 
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ttc\ ? — All that I dread is tliat i^ail^ 
which philofophers call tranquillity^; 
Ydu tell me that by continually indulg- 
ftig I fliall weakeA my natural fenGbili- 
ty i ai-e ndt all the faculties of the foul 
improved, refined by exercife, and why 
fljall this be excepted iFrom the general 
law ? 

But I ihuft not yoii tell me, indulge 
my tafte fof romance and poetry, left 
I wafte that fyitipaihy ort fifion which 
reality fo much better deferves. .My 
dear fHend, let us chei-ifh the preciou» 
propenfity to ptty ! no matter >vhat the 
bbjeft; fympathy with fiQion or rea- 
lity, arifes from the fame difpofition. 

When the figh of compaffion rifes 

in my bofom,when the fpontaneoustear 

ftarts from my eye, what frigid mo- 

B 3 ralift 
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ralill (ball " flop the genial current of 
the foul," Ihall fay to the tide of paf- 
haa^/o far JbttU tbougOf and no farther ? 
—Shall man prefnine to circumfcribe 
that' which Providence has left un- 
bounded ? 

But Oh Caroline ! if our feelings a» 
well as our days are numbered; if by 
the immutable law c^ nature, apathy 
be thelleep oFpaflion, and languor the 
inevitable confequcnce of exertion;- 
if indeed the^pleafures of life are fo ilU 
proportioned to its duration, oh may - 
that duration be fhortened to me '— 
Kind heaven, let not my foul die be- 
fore my body ! 

Yes, if at this, inftant my guardiait 

genius were to appear before me, and. 

offering me the choice of my future 

I deftuiy ; 
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^eftiny; on the one band the evert 
temper, the poifed judgment, the ftoi- 
cal ferenity of philofophy; on th<i 
other, the eager genius, the exquifitfi 
fenfibility of enthufiafin : — If the 
angel faid to me ** chufe."— rThe ■ 
lot of the one is great pleafure, and 
great pain — great virtues, and great 
defefts— ardent hope, and fevere dif- 
appointment — Esctacy and defpair. 
The lot of the other is calm happi* 
nefs unmixt with violent grief, virtue 
without heroifm — repeft without ad- 
miration, and a length of life, in which 
to ever)^ moment is allotted its propel 
portion of felicity — Gracious genius, 
I fhould exclaim, if half my exift- 
jtnct muft be the facrificc, take it; 
enthujiajm is my choice, 

B 4 Such 
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Such, my dear friend, would be myr 
choice were I a man; as a womany 
how much more readily Ihould I de? 
tennine ! 

What has woman to do with philo- 
fophy ? The graces flourifli not under 
her empire ; a woman's part in life i& 
to pleafe, and Providence has alfigned 
to htT /uecefs all the pride and plea- 
fure of -her being. 

Then leave us our weaknefs, leare 
us our follies, they are ou,r heft arraa. 

" Lcarc as totriflewich nioregraceand taft, 
" Whom foUf pleafet and whofe follies pkiTr. 

The moment grave fenfe, and folid 
merit appear, adieu the bewitching ca- 
price, the '■^ livtfy nonjenje" the exqui- 
Cte, 
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lite, 'yet childiih fufceptibility which 
charms, intcrefts, captivates. — Believe 
me, our amiahle defeats win more than 
our nobleft virtues. Love requires 
fympathy, and fympathy is feldom con-> 
neded with a fenfe of fuperiority. I 
envy none their '^ painful p'e-eminenee.^ 
Alas' whether it be deformity or excel- 
lence which makes us fay with Rich- 
ard the Third, 

" I am m^fcir alone !" 

it comes to much the fame thing;. 
Then let us, Caroline, content our- 
felves to gain- in love what we lofe ia 
efteem. 

Man is to be held only by the 
Jlightejl chains; with the idea that he 
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can fcreak them at pleafure, he Tub- . 
tnits to them in fpon ; but his pridd 
tcvolts againft the power to which hia 
Tea/on tells him he ought to fubmit. 
What then can woman gain by reafon ? 
Can Die prove by argument that ftie is 
amiable ? or demonftrate that flie is 
an angel ? 

Vainwastheinduftryofthe artifl,whOj 
to produce the image of perfeft beau- 
ty, fele&ed from the faireft faces their 
moft faultlefs features. Equally vain 
muft be the efforts of the philofopherj 
who would excite ihe idea of mental 
perfedion, by patching together an 
aflemblage of party - coloured vir- 
tues. 

Such, 1 had almoll faid, is myjfftmt 

but I mean my feniimenls, I am not 

accurate 
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After all) how vain are fyftems ! and 
theories and reafonings ! 

We may dedaimy but what do we 
icaily know? All is uncertainty— Hu- 
man prudence does nothing — Fortune 
«very thing ; t leave every thing there- 
fore to fortune; ^08 leare nothing. Sucb 
is the difference between us,-~an<f 
which fliall be the happieft, time alone 
can decide. 
. Fareyrell, dear Caroline, I love you 
better than I thought I could love a 
^hilofopher. 

Your ever affe^onate 

JULIA- 
IE T- 
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LETTER ir. 

Cako&ihe's answer to Jui-ia. 

AT the hazard of ceafing ttf 
be " cbarming," " interejiing," " capti- 
vating" 1 muft, dear Julia, Tentiire to 
teafon with you, to examine your fa* 
Torite doftrine of "amiable defers" 
and if poffible to diffipate that unjuft 
dread of perfeftion which you feem 
to have continually before your 
eye*. 

It is the fole objeft of a woman's 
life, you fay, topkafe. Her amiable de- 
fers pUaJe more than het nobleft vir- 
tues, her follies more than her wifdom, 
her caprice more than hertemper,-and 
Jometbingi a namelefs fomething, which 
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no an can imitate and no fcience cut 
teacb, more than all. 

jlrf, you fay} fpoils the graces and 
corrupts the heart of ■woman; and 
atbeft can produce only a cold model 
of perfeftion j which, though perhaps 
ftriftly conformable to ruUy can never 
touch the foul, or pleafe the unpreju- 
diced, like one £mple ftroke of ge- 
nuine nature. 

I have often obferved, dear JuUa« 
that an inaccurate ufe of words pro- 
duces fucb a ftrange confufion in all 
reafoning, that often in the heat of do- 
bate, the combatants, unable to dif- 
tinguift their friends from their foes, 
fall promifcuoufly on both. A fltilful 
difputant knows well how to take ad- 
vantage of this confuGonj and fome- 
tim^ 
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times endeavours to create it. I don't 
know whether I anl to fufpeQ you of 
fuch a deCgn; but I mull guard 
againll it. 

You have with great addrefs availed 
yourfelf of the two ideas conneftcd 
with the word art ; firll as oppofed to 
fimplicity it implies artlQcej and next 
as oppofed to ignorance, it compre- 
hends all the improvements of fcience, 
which, leading us to fearch for general 
caufes» rewards us with a dominion over 
their dependent effeSs. I hat which in- 
ftrufls how to purfue the ohjeQs which 
we may have in view, with the greateft 
probability of fuccefs. All men who 
aft from general principles are fo far 
philofophers. Their obje3s may be, 
when attained} infufficient to their hap- 
pinefsf 
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pmefs, or they may ftot preyioufly 
have known all the neceflaiy means to 
obtaift them. But they muft not there- 
fore complain* if they do not meet 
vith fuccefs which they have no right, 
at leaft they have no reafon to cxpeSt, 
Parrhaijus, in colleding the moft ad- 
mired exellencies from various models, 
to produce perfedion, argued from ge* 
neral principles that manltind would 
admire what they had before admired. 
—So far he was a philofopher. But he 
was difappointed of fuccefs — Yes, for 
be was ignorant of the caufe neceOary 
CO produce it. The feparate features 
might be perfe6):, but perhaps in their 
union he forgot to give the whole 
countenance a peculiar txpeffion. 

There 



DyGoogle 



Google 



( -7 ) 

Do not. call this hiftinSl or natare i diu 
alfo, though you fcom it, iifhih/^by^ 

But when you come foberly to »•> 
ne£l} you have a feeling in your mind 
that reafon and cool judgment difap* 
prove of the part you are ading. 

Let US) however, diftinguilh between 
difapprobation of the ol^t^ and the 
means. . 

Averfe as eothufiafm is to the retro- 
grade motion of analyfis, let me, my 
dear friend, lead you one ftep back- 
ward. 

fHiy do you wiCh to pleafe ? I ex- 
cept at prefent from the queftion, the 
defire to pleafe, arifing from a paffioa 
which requires a reciprocal' return. 
Confined as this with muft be in a wo- 
man's heart to one ob^eft alone^ when 
C you 
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w m the opinion of otliew, and c6nfe- 
quently mortify the Tcry vtmttjf we 
would conceal. S& ftrangdy then do 
ire deceive ourreWes as to deny the 
exiftence of a motivej which at the 
mftant prompts the denial. But let 
u?i dear Julia, exchange the word va- 
nity for a lefa odious word, felf-compla- 
cency; let us acknowledge that we 
vilh to pleafe, becaufe the fuccefi 
raifes onr felf-complacency. If yon 
afk' why raifing our felf-approbation 
gives us pleafure, I muft anfwer, that I 
do not know. Yet I fee and feel that 
k does ; I obfcrve that die voice of 
ttumhers is capable of raifing the 
bighefl trahfpc^t or t%e moft fatal 
ftfpair. The eye of man feems to 
poffefs a fafcinating power over his 
C 3 fellow- 
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feilov*treatures, to raife the blufb of 
{hame or the glow of pride. 

I look around me and I fee ricbes* 
titlesj dignities purfued with fuch 
eagernefs by. thoofands, only as the 
figns of difiin&ion. Nay,^ are not all 
thefe things facrificed the moment they 
ceafe to be diftin9ions. The moment 
the prize of glory is to be won by 
other meansj do not millions facri&ce 
their fortunes, their peace, their healthy 
their lives,.foryir»w. Then amongft the 
higheft pleafures of human beings, I 
muft place felf-approbation. With 
this belief, let us endeavour to fecure 
it in the greated extent, and to the 
' longefl duration. 

Then, Julia, the wilh to pleafe b^ 

comes only a fecoijdary motive fubor- 

dinate 
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dinate to tlie defire I have to fecure 
-my 1 own felf-complacency. We will 
examine how far they are conneEted. 
• In refleaing upon my own mind, I 
obfcrre that I am flattered by the 
opinion of others, in proportion to the 
opinion I have previoufly formed of 
their judgment ; or, I perceive that the 
opinion of numiers merely as nvmhers 
has power to give me great pleafure or 
great pain. I would unite both thefe 
pleafures if I could, but in general I 
cannot— Tbey are incompatible. The 
opinion of the vulgar crowd, and the 
enlightened individual, the applaufe 
of the higheft, and the loweft of man- 
kind, cannot be obtained by the fame 
♦means. 



'3 



Another 



DyGoogle 



( <a } 

Aaotber queftion then arifes, whom 
ihall we wifli to pleafe— We muft 
chooSt, and be decided in the choice., 

You fay that you are proudj I am 
.prouder— You will be content -witji 
indifcnminate' admiratioa>^Nothii)g 
will content me but what vJeltSl, Afi 
long as I .have the ufe of my reafon— 
as long as my heart can feel ** the 
■* delightful lienfe of a well-earned 
•* praifc," I will fiy my eye on the 
higbeft pitch of excellence, and fteadily 
endeavour to attain it, 

Ctmfcious of her worth, and daring 
to aflert it, 1 would have a womaQj 
early in life, know that (be is capable 
of filling the heart of a man of fenfe 
and merit— That fhe is worthy to be 
his companion and friend. With all 
the 
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Ae energy of her Touly with aH'the 
powers of her unde^ftandihg, I vould 
have a woman endeavour to pleaCs 
chofe file efteems and Idves. 

Sbe runs a rifk^ you will fay, of never 
fneetmg her ftqual — Heart* and onder- 
Aandings of a iUperior order arer 
ftldom met within the world; ot whtfn 
met with, it may not be her particular 
good fortune to win them — True, but 
if ever flic »/»/, fhe will i^fp them; 
and the prize appears to me well 
worth the pains and difficulty of attain- 
ing. 

I too, Julia, admire and feel enthq- 
Cafm; but I would have philofbphy 
direded to the higheit objeBs. I 
dread apathy, as much as you can, 
and I would endeavour to prevent it, 
C4 not 
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not by facrificing half my exiftaic«, 
but by eojoyiDg the whole with rao- 
^eraticm., . • ■ 

You aflc why {Cxercife does, pot in* 
creafe fenlibility, and why fympathy 
with' imaginary diftrefs will qot alfa 
ijicreafe Ac difpofitif>n to fyinpathif? 
with what is ref^l ? Qecaufe pity ihould, 
I think, always b^ aflpciated with the 
^ftive defire to relieve. If it bc fuf- 
fefetj to becopie a fi^fivf Jinfationj it is 
a fjeltft weahu/s^ no\ a virtue. The 
fpecies of reading youfpeak of muft be 
hurtful, even in this refped:, to the mind, 
as it indulges all the luxury of woe in 
fympathy with fi£titi9i^sdiftrefS|iWithoi;t 
TCquiriDgthe exertion which reality de- 
mands : Befides, univerfal. experience 
proves to us that habit, fp far from in- 
treafinj 
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c'reafing fenfibility, abfolutel/deftroys 
h, by fainiliariring it with obje^s of 
diftrefs. 

Let me, my dear friend, appeal even 
to your own experience in the very in- 
ftance yoii mention. Is there any pa* 
thetic - writer in the world, who could 
move you as much at the " twentieib 
** reading," as' at the firft. Speak na- 
turajly, and at the third or fourth read- 
ing, you would probably fay, " Itrs 
"very pathetic, but I have read it 
" before — I liked it better the firft 
« time," that is to fay, it £d touch me 
once — 1 know it ought to touch me 
now, but it does not ; beware of this I 
—Do not let life become " at tedious 
^ ft a twice told tale." 

fare. 
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Farewell dear Julia ; thii u the 
anfwer of fa6l againfi eloquence, ptiilO'* 
fophy againft enthufiafm. You ap- 
peal from my underfianduig to my 
heart — I appeal from the h^art to the 
underftading of my judge ; and ten 
yean hence the decifion perhaps will, 
be in my favour. 

Yours, fincerely, 

CAROLINE. 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

Cajlolinx to Julia,' 
On htr Ultmded Marria%t, 

INDEED, my dear Julia, 
■1 hardly know how to venture to give 
you my advice upon a fubjea, which 
ought to depend fo much upon your 
own tafte and feelings. My opinion 
and my wilhes I could readily tell you ; 
the idea of feeing you united and at- 
tached to my brother, is certainly the 
mofl agreeable to me; but I am to 
diveft myfelf of the partiality of a filler, 
and to confider my brother and Lord 
V— — , as equal candidates for your 
preference ; ^aal I mean in your re- 
gard, for you fay that ^^ Tffvr h€»t is 
3 V W 
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** not yet decided in its cboicei" and this ic 
what puzzles you moft, for that — ** If 
« that oracle would declare itfelf in 
« intelligible terms, you would not 
" hefitate a moment to obey its dic- 
"■.tates." ■ But ray dear Julia, is thcrt 
not another, a^/o*, I do not fay a ietter 
Oracle, to be confuUed ? your reafon* 
Whilft the « doubtful beam ftill noJs 
.ofrom fide to fide," you may with a 
.fteady hand weigh your own motiveS) 
and determine what things will \ be 
cETential to your happinefs, and what 
price you will pay for them, for ^ 

« Each pleafurchaiiti/ffr/^and ibef who pijr 
<■ Too miich of paln.butfijiuiideiU&awi/." 

Do me the juftice to believe that I 

do not quote thefe lines of Dryden as 

being 
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being the Bneft poetry he ever wrote } 
for poets, you know, as Waller wittily 
gbferved, never fucceed fo well ia 
truth, as inf3ion. 

• Since we cannot in life exped to 
realize all our wtfies, we muft dillin- 
guiih thofe which claim the rank of 
tfionts. We muft feparate the fanciful 
from the real, or at leafl: make the one 
fubfervient to the other. 

]t is of the utmofl: importance to you, 
more particularly, to take every pre- 
caution before you decjde for life, be- 
caufc difappointnient and reftraint af- 
terwards would be infupportable to 
jem temper. 

You have often declared to me, my 

dear friend, that your lovp of poetry, 

and of all the refinements of literary 

and 
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and FMnantic purfuits is fo intimately 
■* interwoven in your mind, that no- 
, «* thing could fcparate them, without 
" deftroying the whole fabric." 

Your tafles, you fay, are fixed ; if 
they are fo, you muft be doubly careful 
to infure their gratification. If you 
cannot make them fubfervient to exter- 
nal circumftances, you fliould cer- 
tainly, if it be in your power, choofe a 
fituation in which circumftances will 
be fubfervient to them. If you are 
convinced that -you could not adopt 
the taftes of another, it will be ab- . 
iblutely necefiary for your h^ppinefs to 
live with one whofe taftes are limitar 
to your own. 

The belief in that fympathy of fouls 

vhidi the pocu fuppofc declares iifelf 

between 
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between two people at firft fight, ii 
perhaps as abfurd as the late fafhion- 
able belief in animal magnetifm. But 
there is a fympathy which, if it be not 
iXic fotnidation, may be called the cmeni 
of affedion. Two people could not I 
fliould think retain any lafting a(Fed:ioa 
for^ach other, without a mutual fympa- 
thy in tafte and in their diurnal occupa< 
lions, acd domeftic pleafures. Thii 
you will allow, my dear Julia, even in 
a fuller extent than I do. Now, my 
brother's taftes, chara&er, and habit* of 
life are fo very different from Lord 
V— ~ — 's, that I fcarcely know how yon 
can compare them ; at leaft before you 
can decide which of the two would 
make you the happieft in life, you muft 
determine what kind of life you may 
wi% 
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wiOi to lead ; for my brother, though hd 
might make jM very happy in domeftic 
life, would not make the Countefs of 
V— ^ — ■■ happy; rtoT would Lord V — — 
make Mrs. Percy happy. They muft 
be two different women ; with different 
faabit5,and different wiflies; fo that you 
muft divide yourfelf, my dear Julia^ 
like Arafpesi into two felves ; I do not 
fay Into a bad and a good felf; choofe 
fome other epithets to dtfttnguifti them, 
but diftinft they muft be— fo let them 
xtow declare and decide their preten- 
fions ; and let tbe viQor have not only 
the honours of a triumph, bul all the 
prerogatives of victory. Let the fub- 
dued be fubdued for life— Let the 
vi&OT take every precaution which 
policy can di£late, to prevent the 
poffi- 
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bility of future contefts with the van- 
quifhed. 

But, without talking poetry to you,- 
my dear friend, let me ferioull/ recom-r 
mend it to you to examine your own 
mind carefully, and if you find that 
public diverfions and public admi*- 
ration, difBpation, and all the plea- 
fures of riches and high rank, ate ' 
really and truly effential to your hap* 
pinefs, dired ydur choice accordingljr. 
Marry Lord V » he has a large for- 
tune, extenllve connexions, and an ex-' 
alted ftation ; his own tafie for Ihow . . 
and expence, his family pride, and per- 
fonal vanity, will all tend to the ena 
you propofe^ Your houfe, table, equi-* ... 
pages, may be all in the higheit ftyle of. 
magnificence. Lord V-*— 'a eafinefs: 
D of 
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af temper and fondnefs for you- willi 
readily give- you that entire afcen- 
dancy Oiver his- pleafureS} which your- 
abilities give you^over his anderftand- 
iflg. He will not controui your wilhes,. 
you may gratify them to the utmoft' 
hounds of: his fortune, and perhaps- 
beyond. thofe bounds; you. may bave- 
eniire command, at home- and'.abroad^ 
Xltbtfe are your obje£b,. Julia, take-, 
them, they are in your power. But- 
remember, you muft uke with them 
their nece£bry concomitant* — the re- 
ftraints upon your time, -upon the- 
choice of your friends andy-our com- 
pany, which hi^ life impofes; the flnntu 
&bfeqaent to diflipation ; the mortifi- 
cations of rivalfliip in beauty, wit,, 
tank, and magtiificence ; the trouble jdF 
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numagtng a large fonane^ and cfae 
chance of involving your aflhirs and 
your fiunily in difficulty and diftrefs ; 
chefe and a ttioufand mere erils you 
mafi fubmit to. You maft r«noiince 
all the pleafures of the heart and of 
the imagination ; yon muft give up the 
idea of cultivating literary tafte ; you 
maft not exped: from your hulband 
cqiial friendfirip and confidence, or any 
•of the delicacies of aff:6tion— yo« go- 
Tcrn bim, he cannot therefore he your 
«qud ; you may be a fond mother, hvt 
■ you cannoteducate your children, you 
viTl neither have the time, nor the power 
to do it; you muft trnft them t^ a go* 
vemcfs. Inthefeleftionofyourfriends, 
and in the enjoyineot of their con- 
pany «nd converfatiot^ you will be ftill 
Ds mpi* 



DyGoogle 



t 85 ) 

itfore' reftrained ; in ffaort) joii muft 
give up aill tlie pkafures of dbmellic life* 
for that is not ia this cafej the life you 
have chofen. But you will exclaim 
«gainA me for fuppafingyou capable o& 
making fuch a choice— 'fuch facriBces— 
I am fare, next to niy brotbgr, I am the laft 
perfon in the world who would wifit 
you to make them. 

You have another choice, my dear 
Julia; domeftic life is offered you, by 
one who has every wi&, and every 
power, to make it agreeable to you > 
by one whpfe taftes refemble your 
own ; who would be a judge and «- 
fond admirer of all your perfe£liona. 
You would have perpetual motives' to 
cultivate every talent, and to exert 
every power of pleafing for bis fake— 
for 
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£ar £Kf. fake, whole penetr^on no im- 
provement wouM efcape, and whofe, 
^e^ion would be fufceptible of every 
l^roof of yours. Am i drawing too. 
flattering a pidure? — A lifter's hand 
may draw a partial likenefs, but ftill 
it will be a likenefs. At all events, 
my dear Julia, you would be certain 
of the mode of life you would lead 
with my brother. The regulation of 
your time and occupations would be 
your own. In the education of your 
family you would meet with no inter- 
ruptions or reAraint. You would 
have no governefs to counteraQ, no 
ftrangers to intrude ; you might follow 
your own judgment, or yield to the 
judgment of one, who would never re- 
D 3 ' quir? 
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^re yon to fubmit to his opinion} but 
to his reafoDs. 

All the pleafUres of friendfliip you 
vould' enjoy in your own family in the 
bigheft perfeftion, and you would haye 
for your fiiter, the ftieod of your 
infancy, 

CAROUNE. 



LET- 
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LETTER IV. 



Caroline to lady V — -^ 
Upon her intended Jeparattm from ber 



YOU need not fear, my 

-^ear lady V , that I ftioold triumph 

in the accompliOiment of my prophc' 
•cies; or that I filould reproach yoB 
for having preferred your own opinion 
40 my advice. Believe me, my dear 
Julia, 1 am your friend, nor would the 
name t^fifter have increafed myfriend- 
fliip. 

Five years ]iave made then fo great 

a change in your feelings and views of 

iife, thai a few days ago, when^my letter 

04 to 
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to you on your marriage, accidenUtlly 
fell into your hands "jtu were ftruck 
•• with a fpecits of ajionijbment at your 
*' choice, and you hwrfi into te^rs in an 
** agoiiy of defpair^ en reading the wretched 

** doom foretold to the wife of Lord V . 

*' A doom" you add, *' whitb I fed 
^' hourly aetomplijbingt andwhieb I fee no 
**■ poffibiUty of avertingy but by a feparation 
"from a bufbandf with whom, I now 
*' think, it was madneji to unite myfeif." 
Tour opinion, I muft already know 
upon this fubjed, *' as the fame argu* 
*' tpents which fbouU have prevtnied me 
"from making fuch a choice, ought now to 
" determine me to abjure it." 

You fay, dear Julia, that my letter 
ftruck-you with defpair — defpair i< 
almoft always either madnefs or folly; 
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it obtains, itdeferves, nothing fromman'' 
fcintt but pity ; and pity, though it be 
a-kin to love, has yet a fecret affinity to.' 
contempt. In ftrong minds, defpair iar 
anafcute difeafe; the prelude to great 
exertion. In weak mindij, it is a chro- 
nic diftemper, followed by incurable 
indolence. Let the crifis be favour- 
able, and refume your natural energy.- 
Inllead of fuSering the imagination to 
dwell with unavailing forrow on the 
paft, let us turn our attention towardi 
the future. When an evil is irremedi* 
ablejletusacknowledgeandb^arit — ac- 
knowledge it — for there is no power la 
which we fubmit fo certainly, as to ne- 
ceffity. With our hopes, our wiflie* 
f eafe. Imagination has a contraBing, 
<u well as an expatiGve faculty. The 
prifoner, 
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prifoner, who, deprived of all that we 
conceive to conftitute the pleafurcsof 

life, could intereft or occupy himfelf 
with the labours of a fplder, was cer> 
tainJy a philofopher. . He enjoyed all " 
the means of happinefs that were left 
in his power. 

■ I know, my dear lady V— -■■■, chat 
words have liulc cffeft over grief; and 
I do not, I alfure you, mean to infuU 
you with the parade of ftoical philo- 
Tophy. But confidcr, your error is 
not perhaps fo great as y^ou imagine. 
Certainlyythey who at the beginning of 
:Hfe, can with a fteady eye look tbr»i^b 
the lotigperfpeStm of diftant years, who 
can in one view comprife all the differ- 
ent objeds of happinefs and mifery* 
wJk> can compare accurately and juftly 
eftimate 
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eftimate tfaeir refpeEUve degrees of im* 
porunce ; and whoi after having 
fbnned fuch a calculation, are capable 
of a£Ung anifonnly* in confequence of 
their own coDvifUonj are the vn/fft, uid 
as far aa prudence can inQueoce our 
fisnune, the happi0 of human betnga. 
Next to this favoured clafs, are thofa 
vho can perceive,' and repair their own 
errors; who can ftop at any given 
period, to take a new view of life. If 
unfortunate circumftances have denied 
you a place in the firft ranlf, yOu may» 
dear Julia, fecure yourfelf a ftation in 
Hac {ccond. Is not the conda& of a 
woman, after her marriage, of infinitely 
more importance than her previous 
choice, whatever it may have been i 
Una 
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dicn now confider what yours fiiouM 
be. 

You fay, tliat it is ealier to brtaE 
a chain than loftreteb it ; but, remem-' 
ter that when hroken, your part of thd ■ 
ihain, Julia, will ftiU remain with you^ 
and fetter and difgrace you through. 
fife. Why fliould a woman be fo cir- 
cumfped in her choice ? Is it not be-f 
caufe when once made ibe muft abid& 
by it. "She fets her life upon the 
** caftj and flie muft ftand the hazard of 
*^ the die." From domellic uneafinefsa 
manhasa thoufand refources; in mid-' 
Hling life, the tavern ; in high life, the 
gaming table fufpends the anxiety of' 
thought. Diinpation, ambition, bufinefs, 
the occupation of a profeffion ; phange 
tofpiace j change of company, afford him 
agreeable 
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agreeable and honourable rehef from. 
domeftic chagrin. If his home be-, 
come ttrefomc* he leaves it— If hi*, 
wife become difagreeable to him, he. 
leaves her, and m leaving her tofes 
mfy a wife. But what refource has a 
woman ?— Precluded from all the occu- 
pations common to the other fex, the 
lofes even thofc peculiar to her own. 
She has no remedy, from the cc»n- 
pany <^aman flie diflikes, but a fepara- 
Uon ; andthis remedy, defperate as it is, 
is allowed only to a certain clafs of wo- 
men in fociety } to thofe whofe forttuie 
affords them the means of fubfiAence, 
and whofe .friends have fecured to 
them a feparate maintenance. A peer- 
efs. then probably can leave her huf' 
^and. if j(he wiJh.it; a peafant's wife 
: «an- 
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iCftAltOt ; fbe depends upon the diaridet 
and privileges of' a wife for a^ual iub> 
fiftence. Her domtftic care, if jssa. ber 
affe^ion, ii fecttred to her faufltand^ 
and it is juft that it Ihould. Me facii' 
fices his liberty, his labour, his inge- 
nuity, his time, for die iupport auad pro- 
ledion c^ bis wife ; and in proporti(»i 
«o his protefticHi, is his power. 

In lugher life, where the facrifioes of 
both paities in the original union aiit 
more equal, the evik oi a Reparation 
are more nearly balaiKcd. But even 
here, the wife who has hazarded leaft 
fuffers the moft by the diflblbtion oC 
the partnerfliip i &ie iofes a great part of 
herfortune^andoftheconvemenceaand 
tiaxBries of life. She Iofes h^x home-— 
lurracilt'infeciety. Shelofes both thft 
•repeflam 



Digniodf, Google 



( *T )' 
Kpellant and tha attra^ivc power df M 
miftrefs of a family. " Her occupa- 
•* tion is gone." She becomes a wan- 
derer through life; Whilft her youtb 
and beauty laft, fhe may enjoy that 
ipecies of deliriutn> caufed by public 
admiration : fortunate if habit does not 
deftroy ihepowerof thJS'charm, before 
the feafon of its duration expire. It 
wa9 feid to be the wilh of a celebrated* 
modem beauty, « that flie might not* 
** furvive her nine and twentieth Dirth- 
** ^day." I have often heard thi4 wifli* 
quoted, frtrai its extravagance ; but I 
always a(ftnired it for its good fenfe: 
The iMiy forefaw the inevitable doom; 
ef- her declining .year-s. Her appreheo- 
fions for the future embittered evea" 
her enjoyment of the prefent ; and Ihe- 
. s. ' hiS 
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bad refolation enough to offer to fake « 
•* bond of fate," to racrifice one half of 
her life, to fecure the pleafure of the 
other. 

But dear lady. V——, probably this- 
wifli was made at fome diftance from 
the deftined period of its accomplilh- 
menl. On the eve of her nine and twen-. 
tieth birth-day, the lady perhaps might 
have felt inclined to retraft her prayer. 
At lead we ihould provide for the. 
cowardice whichmight feize the female' 
mind at fuch an inftant. Even the - 
moft wretched life has power to attach 
us. None can be more wretched than 
the old age of a diSipated beauty. 

Unlefs, lady V , it be that of a . 

woman, who, to all her evils hu the 

addition of remorfe, for having ab- 

jared 
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jurcd %er duties aad alrandoned ber fa- 
mily. Such is the fitoationof avoman 
who Jic{>arate9 from her bufl>and. Re- 
doeed to go the fame infipid tonjtA of 
pubUe amufemtnts, ytt ihore reftraio' 
«d ilian an Hnmarricct beauiy in yoiithi 
yet vore tnlferable In age, the (a- 
periofity of her genius and the fenfi. 
bilUy of her heart, btcome b«r graatefl 
evils. She, Indeed, mwft prajt Sot tM- 
Hfirenee. Avoided by alt ber family 
eoime31<»)6, hat«d and dcfptfed wb«re 
flte mighf have been toved aiMtref|>c£t- 
ed, fbtitary in the midft of fociety, 
fht feels berfelf deferted at the time of , 
Kfc when fee moft wants fqcial eMafort 
and affiftance. 

Dear Julia, vhtlft h is yet in your 

power fectrre to yonrfelf a happier fate ; 

£ retire 
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retire to the bofom of your otfn fa- 
mily i prepare for yourfelf a new foe tety ; 
perform the duties, and you (ball fooo 
enjoy the pleafures of domellic life; 
educate your children, whilft tbey are 
young it Ihall be your occupatioh, as 
they grow up it fliall be your glory. 
Let me anticipate your future foccefs, 
vhen they Ihall appear fuch a^ you 
can make them, when the world (hall 
alk. " Who educated thefe amiable 
" young women ? Who formed their 
*' cfaara&er ? Who cultivated the ta- 
*> lents of this promiling young man P 
** Why does this whole family live to- 
« gcthcr fo perfeSlv united ?" With 
one voice, dear Julian your children 
fliall name their mother ; fhe who in the 
bloom of youth <;hecked berfelf in the 
career 
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career of ditHpation, and turned all the 
ability and energy of her mind to their 
education. 

Such will be your future fame. In the 
rrtean time, before you have formed for 
yourfelf companions in your own family 
you will want a fociety fuited to your 
tafte. *' Difgufted as you have been with 
•' frivolous company, you fay that you 
*' wilh to draw around you a fociety of 
*' literary and eftimable friends, whofe 
" converfation and talents fliall delight 
*' you, and whd at the fame lime thai 
" they are excited to difplay their own 
' ** abilities, (hall be a judge of yours." 

But dear lady V , the poflibility 

of your forrtiing fuch a fociety, muft 

depend on your having 4 home to re. 

'ccive, a charafter and confcquence in 

£ a life 
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life to invite and juftify it. The 
opinion of numbers is necellary to ex- 
cite the ambition of individuals. To 
be a female Mecxnas you mull have 
power to confer favours, as well as judg- 
ment to difcern merit. 

What caftles in the air are built by 
the fynthetic wand, of imaginations 
which vanifh when expofed to the 
analyfis of reafon ! 

Then, Julia, fuppofing that Lord 
V , as your hulband, becomes a ne- 
gative quantity, as to your happinefsi 
yet he will acquire another fpecies of 
value as the mafter of your family, and 
the father of your children. As a per- 
fon who fupports your public confe- 
quence, and your private felf-compla- 
cency. Yes, dfear lady V— ^, he will 
increafe your fclf-complacency ; for do 
you 
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jwt not think, diat when ^ar haftund 
fees his children pro^r under yonr 
care, fcis family united wder your 
mHiagement— whilft he feels yonr 
merit at home, and bears your praifei 
abroad, do you noit dunk he will him- 
Iclf learn to refpcft and love you i 
You fay that ** he is net a jii4g* if 
*' female exceHeme i that be bat m nai 
" tajte^ fbdt vsnipf it bit ruUi^ pafim." 
Then if his judgment be dependant on 
the opinion of others, he will be the 
more eafily led by the public voice,and 
you will command hi« fufirages of tfac 
public. If he luu not taAc enough to 
approve, he will have vanity enough to 
be proud of you ; and a \'ain man in* 
leafibly itegini to love that of whicb 
he is pnoud. Why docs lord V— — 
iove his buildings, his paintings, his 
P3 equi- ■ 
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equipages ? It is not for their intrinQc 
value; but becaufe they are means of 
diftinSion to him. Let his wife become 
a greater diftin6tion to bim, :Rid on the 
fame principles he wiU prefer her. 

Set an example then, dear lady V , 

of domeftic virtue; your talents fhall 
make it admired, your rank fhall make 
it confpicuous. You are ambitious, 
Julia, you love praife ; you have been 
ufed to it, you cannot live happily 
without it. 

Fame and praife are mental luxuries 
which become, from habit, ahfolutely 
necelfary to our exiflence ; and in pur- 
chafing them we muft pay the price fet 
upon them by fociety. The more 
curious, the more avaricious we be- 
come of this « aerial coin," the more it 
5 is 
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is our imereft lo prefcrve its currency 
and increafe its value. You, my dear 
Julia, in particular, who have amalTed 
fo much of it, ftiould not cry down its 
price, for your own fake! — Do not 
then fay in a fit of difguft, that " you 
*' are grown too wife now to value ap- 
« plaufe." 

If, during youth, your appetite for 
applaufe was indifcriminate, and in- * 
dulged to excefs, you are now more 
difficult in your choice, and are be- 
come an epicure in your tafte for praife. 
Adieu, my dear Julia, I hope ftill to 
fee you as happy in domeftic life^ as 
Your ever affe£lionate 
and fincere friend, 

CAROLINE. 

,: E4 LET- 
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LETTER y, 

Caedunk to Laot V' ■ -■■ ■ > 

On ber conduit after berfefaret'mfrtm her 
iujband. 

MY OEftK FRIEND, 

A delicacy, of iffaicll 1 
new begin to repent, has of late t"*^ 
vented me from writing to you, 1 wn 
afraid I fliall be abrupt, but it it necef-^ 
fary to be explicit. Your condud 
ever fince your feparatipn frcw yOur 
huSiand, has been anxiouAy vfatched 
from a variety of motives, by his family 
and your own — it has been blamed. 
Refleft'upon your own mind and ex- 
amine with 'v^bat juitice. 

Laft 
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hsA ftimnier when I wis vtdi you C 
QbferV'Cd ^ chADge in your conver£i- 
tion, and the whole tarn of your 
dioughu. I perceired mi anufual ifs-' 
patienc« of reftraiiU; a confiifion ii) 
your ideas when you begao K> reafoDj 
—an eloquea^e in your iae^iage, 
when you began to declainij wiich coiIt 
vificed me, that fi?oin whatever caufe 
tfae powers of yoor Tcafon had beet^- 
liBt^Mi^ andchofeof your imagina<- 
tion r.afid}y increaling, tbe bouitdv 
fKs of right and >^rong feesied to be 
DO longer marked in your miad. 
Neii^cr tbe rational hope of- happine& 
Bor a ka£c of doty gore«iied you; 
but (bme imVnown, wayward power 
leemed to have taken poffoSiDn of yout 
lUiderJ^udrng) «nd to h^ve thrown 
every 
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every thing into confulion. You ap- 
peared peculiarly averfe to pbilofophy : 
let me recall your own words to you ;' 
you aflied " of what ufe philofophy 
*^ could be to beings who had no free 
*^ will, and how the ideas of juft punilb- 
^ mem and involuntary crime could be 
•* reconciled?" 

Your underftanding involved itfelf in 
metaphyfical abfurdity. In converfing- 
upon literary fubjeds one evening, in 
fpeaking c^the ftriking diEFerence be- 
tween the conduft and the underftand- 
ing of the great Lord Bacon, you faid, 
that *' it by no means furprifed you, 
** that to an enlarged mind, accuftomed 
« to contidcr the univerfe as one vaft 
** whoUt the condud of that little 
f' animated atom, that inconfiderable 
^ « part 
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*t pixt/elf, muft be too inGgnificant U) 
** fix or merit attention. It was no- 
** thing," you faid, " in the generalmafs • 
« of vice and virtue, happinefs and 
*' mifery." I believe I anfwered, 
f* that it might be nothing compared to 
*' the great wboUt but it was every thing 
V to the individual." Such were your 
opiniorjs in theory ; you muft know 
enough of the human heart, to perceive 
their tendency when reduced to prac- 
tice. Speculative opinions, I know, have 
little influence over the praftice of thofe 
who c£i much and think little; but I 
Jhould conceive their power to be con- 
fiderable over the conduft of thofe 
who have much time for refleSion and 
little necelEty for aflion. In one cafe 
^e habit of aflion goveriy the thoughts 
upon ' 
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upon any fudden emergency; in the 
other, the thoughts govern the aprons. 
The truth or falfehood t{^n of fpecu]a- 
tive opinions is of much greater confc- 
quence to oar fex dian to the other ; as 
we live a life of refleftion, Aey of ac- 
tion. 

Re-trace then, dear Jnlia, to your 
ttiind the courfc of your thoughts for 
fome time paft j difcover the caufe of 
this revolution in youropinions; judge 
yourfelf J and remember, that in the 
mind as well as in Ae body, the higheft 
pitch of difeafe is often attended with an 
unconfcioufnefspf its exiftence. If,then 
lady V. , upon receiving my letter, 
you fliould feel averfe to this felf-ex- 
amination, or if you fhould imagine it 
to be qfelefs, I no longer advife, I com- 
mand 
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maHd you, quit your prefeat &hadei 
.come to me; fly from the danger aod 
be fafe. 

Dear Julii} I muH afliime this per. 
emptory tone ; if you . are angry, I 
anil di&egani your anger ; it is the 
anger c^ difeafe, the anger ^ one 
who is roufed frolm that fleep which 
vould end in death. 
: I cefped die equality of friendfliip ; 
but this equality permits, nay requires 
the temporai7 afcendancy I afiume. In 
real friendJhipthe j adgment, the genius, 
the prudence of each party become 
the common property of both. Even 
if they are equals they may not be fo 
always. Thofe tranfient fits of paffion, 
to wbich the beft and wifeft are liable, 
may deprive even the fuperior of the 
1 ad- 
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advantage of their reafon. Shettiennai 
fiill in her friend, an impartial, tbougK 
perhaps an inferior judgment ; each be- 
cbiries the guardian of the other, as their 
mutual fafety may require. 
, Heaven feems to have granted this 
double chance of virtue and happi-, 
ftefs, as the peculiar reward of friend- 
fliip. 

Ufe it then, my dear friend; accept 
the affillance you coul(f fo well return.- 
Obey me; I fhall judge of you by 
jrour refolution at this crifis; on it de- 
pends your fate, and my friendfliip. 

Your fmcere, 

and a(fed.ionate 
CAROLINE. 

LEt- 
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LETTER VL 

Caroline to Lady V « 

Jufi before fie leent to France. 

. Jine i7tlu 

THE time is now come, 

Lady V , whea I muft bid you an 

eternal adieu. With what deep re^et, 
I need not, Julia, I cannot tell you. 

I burnt your letter the moment I had 
read it. Your paft confidence I never 
will betray; but I mult renounce all 
future inter courfe- 'with you. I am a 
fifter, a wife, a mother, all thefe coo- 
ne^oDS forbid me to be longer your 
friend. In misfortune, in ficknefs, or 
in poverty, I never would have for- 
fJten 
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faken you ; biit infamy I cannot fhare. 
I would bave gone* I went, to the 
brink of the precipice to fave you j 
with all my force I held you back ; but 
in vain. But why do I vindicate my 
condu£t to you now ? Accuftomed as 
I hare always been, to think your ap- 
probation neceflary to my happinefs, I 
forgot that henceforward your opinion 
is to be nothing to me, or mine to 
you. 

Oh Jutla, the idea, the eetlainty, that 
you tMi&t if you li/e, be in ■ a few 
years, in a few months perhaps, re- 
duced to abiblute want — in a foreign 
country— without a friend— a protefllor 
— the fate of women, who have fa!Jen 
from a ftate as high as yours^-the 

names of L— — , of G ' ■ , 

the 
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the hofrof I feel at joining your name 
to theirs, impels me to make oiie more 
. attempt to fave you. 

Companion of my earlieft years I 
Eriend of my youth I my beloved 
Julia ! — by the ha^y innocent houri 
we haVe fpertt together-r-hy the love 
you had for me— by the refpe£l you 
bear to the memory of your mother- 
by the agony, with which your father 
irill hear of die loft df his datt^ter-^ 
\y all that has poiitr to to«ch' yout 
mind — tconjute yott, I tAtplore yo» 
topaofel— FarcWtri 

CAftOLrNE, 



DyGoogle 



( 66 ) 



LETTER VII. 

Caroline to lord V——,, 

Written afroo months after the date of the 
preceding letter. 

My lord, 

THOUGH I am too fen- 
£b]e that all conn^dion between my 
unfortunate friend and faer family 
muft for fome time have been dif- 
folved,! venture now to addrefs my- 
felf to your lordlhip. 

On Wednefday lall, about half after 
Cx o'clock in the evening, the follow- 
ing note was brought to me; it bad 
been written with fuch a trembling 
hand 
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hand that it was fcarcely legible ; hut 
I knew the writing too well< 

*' If you ever loved me, Caroline, 
•* read this — do not tear it the moment 
*' you fee the name of Julia — Ihe has . 
« fuffercd— file is humbled— I left 
•* France with the hope of feeing you 
*' once more — but now I am fo near 
*' you my courage fails, and my heart 
•' finks within me— I have no friend 
" upon earth — I deferve none^Yet I 
** cannot help wifiiing to fee once more 
*• before I die the friend of my youth, 
" to thank her with my laft breath. 

u But dear Caroline} if I muft sot 
u fee you, write to me, if pofiible, one 
" line of confolation. 

Fa « Tell 
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<e Tell met U my father livmg— do 
» you knov Any tbing of my children 
(( —I dare not a(k for my hulband— 
-**acHeu!-^I am fo weak that I can 
«fcarcely wiite — I hope I feaH hqn 
*^ be no morc-^Farevet ! 

JUUA." 

1 tnunediately determined to follow 
khe bftarar of this Lcttsr— Julia vi:ai 
Waiting for my anfwerat a fmall iiui) in 
a neighbouring village at a few miles 
diftancfr— It was. night when I got 
tiiere— every thing was fiiei^t — all the 
faoufea were fliut up, excepting one, 
in which wo few two or three Kghts 
glimmering through the window— 
this was the inn— ^a» yoiw lordAip may 
imagine, it was a very miferable place 
—the 
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—the miftrert of tbt houHi feeuied to be 
touched with pity for the ftraA^r— fhe 
opened tht door of a ffiiill ro6iA, 
where fhe faid the poor lady wa> reft* 
ing, and retired u I entered. 

Upon a low matted feat befidc the 
fircj fat lady V—- ; fhe wax in black, 
her knees were cr^^edt and htt white, 
but emaciated arms fluti^ on one fide 
over her lap — ^her hands were clafpe4 
together} and her eyes fixed upon the 
fire — Oie feenied neither to hear or fe^ 
9ny thing around her, but toully ab- 
forbed in her own reflexions, to hare 
funk -into infen^bility-'I dreaded ta 
roufe hor from thi:) llate of torpor ; 
and I believe I ftood for fomc momenta 
motionlefi— at laft I moved foftly to- 
wards h?r-^fiie turned h«r head— 
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flurted up— 4 fcarlet blufli overfpread 
her face — Qie grew livid again in- 
ftantly, gave a faint fhrick, and funk 
fenfelels into my arms. 

When Ihe returned to herfelf, and 
found her head lying upon my flioul- 
der, and heard my voice roothing her, 
-with all the expreffions of kindne& I 
could think of, fhe fmiled with a look 
of gratitude, which I never Ihaill forget 
—like one who had been long unufcd 
to kindnefs, Ihe feemed ready to pour 
fourth all the fondnefs of her heart : — 
But as if recolleQing herfeif better, 
file immediately checked her feelings 
: — withdrew her hand from mine — 
thanked me— faid ihe was quite well 
again— caft down her eyes, and hec 
fnann^i: changed from tendemefs to 
timidity^ 
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timidity. She feemed to think tVat 
Ihe had loft all right to fympathy, and 
received even the common offices of 
humanity with furprife— her high fpirit, 
I faw, was quite broken. 

I think I never felt fuch forrov, as I 
did in contemplating Julia at this in- 
ftant — ihe who ftood befpre me finking 
under the fenfe of inferiority, I knew 
to be my equal-^-my fuperior — yet by 
fatal imprudence, by one raOi ftep, all 
her great and good and amiable quali- 
ties were irretrievably loft to the world 
and to herfetf. 

When I thought that flie was a little 
recovered, 1 begged of her, if flie wa» 
not too much fatigued, to let me carry 
ber home ; at thefe words Ihe looked 
at me with furprife. Her eyes 611e4 
F 4 with 
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witli teiir») but lyiiMit iPaHiQg »l>7 
Mber rc^jt the fw^re^ IQC to draif 
her am wkfain mine, iti4 (Uteippted tct 
foUov me. I had rq idea hpw (eeble 
^e was, till jh^ began to yftVt j it wa^ 
vitfa tlie utinoA difficulty { fupported 
ber to the door^ and by the a^^ancci 
^ the people of Uie botire fiie wa^ 
lifted into the carriage— we i^pt very 
fiowly— wben the carriage ftopped fbi^ 
was feized -with an univf rfid treiaor<^ 
fhe f^arted, when ^ man knocked ^t 
the door, and fee^^ to drea4 i** beiog 
opened. The appearance of light, and 
the found of cheerful yoicei ftruck 
her with horror. 

I could not ntyfetf help b^^a^ 

ftocked with the contraft between 

the dreadful fituatjon of my friend and 

■' "'^ ' the 
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the happiaels of the family to vbich I 
VU returning* 

Oh ! faid fhcj what are thefe voice* i 
—Whither arc you taking me ?— For 
beaycn's fafce do not let any body fee 
^e !— I aflyred her th^t five fhould go 
direflly to her ownapartment, and that 
BO huouiQ being ihould approach her 
\irithout her exprefs pcrmiffion. 

Alas ! it happened «t this very mo* 
ment thatall my children came running, 
with the utipoll gaiety into the hall to 
meet usj and the very circumlUnce 
yhich I had been fo anxipus to pre- 
vent happened — little Julia wa» 
amongft them. The gaiety of the 
children fuddenly ceafed the moment 
they faw lady V—- •■ coming up the 
flept — they were ftruck with her me- 
I lancholy 
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bncholy air, and countenance— (he, 
leaning upon my arm, with her eyes 
fixed upon the ground, let mc lead her 
in, and funk upon the firft chair fhe 
came to — I made a fign to the children 
10 retire, but the moment they began 

to move lady V looked up— faw 

her daughter— and now for the firft 
time hurft Into tears. The liule girl 
did not recoUeft her poor mother, till 
ihe heard the found of her voice, and 
then fhe threw her arms round her 
neck, crying, ** Is it you, mama ?"— 
and all the children immediately 
crowded round and afked, ** if this 
** was the fame lady V——, who ufei 
** to play with them V 

It is impoflible to defcribe the effeft 

^hefe fimple queftions bad on Julia— 

a variety 
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a variety of emotions feemed ftrug- 
gling in ber countenance; flie rofe 
and made an attempt to break 
from the children, but could not— ^Ihe 
had not ftrength to fupport herfelf. 
We carried her away and put her to 
bed J flie took no notice of any body, 
nor did Ihe even feem to know that X 
was with her ; I thought flie was infen- 
fible, but as I drew the curtains I heard 
her give a deep figh. 

1 left her and carried away her little 
girU who had followed us up. fiairs and 
begged to Hay with her mother, but 
I was apprehenfive that the fight of 
her might renew her agitation. 

After I was gone they told me that 
ihe was perfeftly ftill, with her eyes 
(Igfed, and I ftayed away fome time. 
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in hopes that fhe might fieep; bowevei^ 
about midnight {he fent to beg to fpeal; 
to me ; Oie was very ill— (he beck- 
oned to me to fit down byherbcd-fide 
' — every one left the rooni) and when 
Julia fav herfelf alone with me fliq ' 
took my hand, and in a low but calm 
voice, {be &id, " I have not many 
•* hours to live,— my heart is brokea 
" — Iwifhed to fee you, to thank yoQ 
'* whilft it was yet in my power." She 
pre fled my hand to her trembling lips— 
" Your kindncfs," added flie, •' touches, 
*( me more ^han all the reft— but how 
(( afhamed you mult be of fuch a 
«< friend.— Oh Caroline I to die a dif-, 
« grace to all who ever loved me I" 

The tears trickled down her face 

and choaked her utterance— ihe wiped 

thenii 
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them away faaftity — " Bat it is not now 
" a time,** faid fee, ^* to think of my- 
« fetf— can 1 fee my daughter r The 
little ^rl was afleep -^ &e was 
awakened} and I brongbt her to her 
mother — Julia raifed herfelf in h^r bed| 
and ftunmoning up all her ftrength— • 
*( my deareA friemi !" faid Ote, putting 
ker child*s hand into mine, '' when I 
** am gone, be a mother to this child — 
** let her know my whole Hftory, lei 
" nothing be concealed from bef— 
•* Poor girl, you wiW live to blufb at 

« your mother's name " flie paufed 

and leant back — I was gomg to take 
the child away, but flie held out her 
arms again for her, and kifled her fe- 
v«ral times — « Farewd !" faid (he, 
<* I fliall never fee you ag;aio." The 
litEle 
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little girl burft into tears — Julia wilhed 
to fay fomething more— fhe raifed her- 
fetf again — at \^St the uttered thefe 
words- with energy — '* my love — ie 
** good and hap^^' flie then funk down 
on the pillow quite exbauftedi— {he 
never fpoke afterwards — I took her 
hand — it was cold — her pulfe fCarcely 
beat — her eyes rolled without meaning 
- —in a few moments flie expired, with 
her ftiff and Ufelcfs hand locked in 
mine. 

Painful as it has been to me to recall 
the circumflances of her death to my 
imagination^ I have given your lord- 
fliip this exad and detailed account of 
my unfortunate friend's behaviour in 
her laft moments— whatever may have 
been her errorsj her foul never became 
callous 
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callous with vice. The fenfe of her 
ova ill condud was undoubtedly the 
immediate caufe of her illnefs, and 
the rcmorfe which had long preyed 
upon her mind, at length brought 
her to the grave— 



I have the honour to be, 
my Lord, &c, 

CAROLINE. 
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Noble Science of Self- Juftification. 



• For which an eloquence that aim* U iw, 

' With native tropes of anger arnu ^fix." Paih: 



ENDOWED, as the fair fex in- 
difputably are, with a natural genius 
for the invaluable art of felf-juftifica- 
tion, it may not be difpleafing to ihcm 
to fee its rifing perfeflion evinced by 
an attempt to reduce it to a fcience. 
Poffeffed, as are all the fair daughters 
of Eve, of an hereditary prOpenfity, 
B tranf- 
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tranrmitted to them UHdiromiQied 
through fncceeding generations, to be 
" Soon moved with the flighteft touch of 
blame;" very little precept and prac- 
tice will confirm them in the habit, 
and inftnift them in all the roaxilns of ' 
felf-j vilification. 

Candid pupil, you will readily ac- 
cede to my firft and fundamental ax- 
iom 

That a lady can do no wrong. But 
fimple as this maxim may appear, and 
fuited to the level of the meaneft capa- 
city, the talent of applying it cm alt 
4he imporunt, but more efpecially on 
all the moft trivial, occurrences of do- 
Bieftic life, fo as to fecure private 
peace aiid public dominioi], has hi. 
therto 
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therto been monopolized fay the fe- 
male adepts in the art. 

Excufe m^ for infinuating by tbii 
expreffion, that there may yet be 
amongft you fome novices. To jhefe, 
if there be any fuch, I principally ad- 
direi» myfelf. 

And now, left fired with ambition 
yoij- lofe all by aiming at too much, 
iet me explaiiv and limit my firll prin- 
cipley " That you can do no wrong." 
Vou muft be aware that real perfec- 
tion is beyond the reach of mortals; 
'nor would I have you aim at it ; indeed 
it is not in any degree neceffary to our 
purpofe. You have heard of the efta- 
blifhed belief in human infallibility 
which prevailed not many centuries 
B a ago, 
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agOjbut .fence that happy period iff 
paft, leave the opinions of men tot 
their natural perveriity;. their anions 
are the heft teft of their faith. Inftead 
then of a belief in your tnfalKbtlityf 
endeavour to enforce implicit fubmif- 
fion to your authority. This will 
give you infinitely lefs trouble, and 
will anfwer your purpofe as well. 

Right and wrong, if we go to the 
foundation of things, are, as cafuifts. 
teil us, really words of very dnbious 
fignification, perpetually varying with 
cuflom and falhion, and to be referred 
to, and adjufted ultimately by nO 
other Aandards but opinion and force. 
Obtain power then by alt means; 
power is the law of man; it is his law 
ami yoursv 

But 
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liat to reiuiii fiuiu a frivolous dif- 
.quilition aboiit right, let me teach you 
the art of defending the wrong. After 
fiaving thus pointed out to you the 
*' glorious end" of your labors, I ihuft 
•now inftrufl you in the equally *' glo- 
rious means." 

For the advantage of my fubjefl 
{ beg to conlider you all, ladies, as mar- 
-ried ; but thofe who have not as yet 
.the good fortune to have that common 
■enemy, a hufband, to combat, may in 
the mean time praQife my precepts 
■upon their fathers, hrmhers, and fe- 
.male friends j with caution, however, 
■left by difcovering their arms too foon, 
4hey preclude themfclves from the 
-power of uHng them to the fulleft ad* 
■yantage hereafter. I therefore recom- 
B 3 mend. 
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mend it to them to prefer, with a phi- 
lofophicat moderation, the future to 
the prefcnt. 

Timid brides^ you have, probably, 
hitherto been addreffed as angels— 
Prepare for the time when you Ihall 
again become mortal. Take the alarm 
at' the firft approach of hlame, at the 
firft hint of a difcovery that you are 
any thing lefs than infallible. Contra- 
dict,- debate, juftify, recriminate, rage, 
veep, fwoon, do any thing but yield to 
conviSion. 

I take it for granted that you have 
already acquired fufficient command of 
voice; you need not ftudy its com- 
pafs ; going beyond its pitch ha$ a pe- - 
culiarly happy cffeft upon fome occa- 
fion«^ But are you voluble enough to 
drown 
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drown all fenfe in a torrent of words ? 
Can you be loud enough to overpower 
the voice of all who £hall attempt to 
interrupt or contradift you ? Are you 
millrefs of the petulant, the peevifh^and 
the fullen tones ? Have you pxaSifed 
fhe fliarpnefs which provokes leply, 
^d the continual monotony which ef- 
feElually precludes it, by fetting your 
adverfary to fl<eep ? an event whicb is 
always to be confidered as deciGve of 
tl^ vidory, or at lead as reducing it to 
a drawn battle — You and Morpheus 
divide the prize. 

Thus prepared for an eng^ement, 
you will next, if you have not already 
done it, ftttdy the weak part of the cha- 
raSer of your enemy — your hufband I 
mean : if he be a man of bigh fpirit, 
B 4 jealous 
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jealous of command, and impatient of 
controul ; one who decides for himfelf, 
and is little troubled with the infanity 
of minding what the world fays of him, 
you muft proceed with extreme cir- 
cumfpeHion ; you muft not dare to 
provoke the combined forces of the 
enemy to a regular engagement, but 
harrafs him with perpetual petty Ikir- 
mifhes; in thefe, though you gain lit- 
tle at a time, you will gradually weary 
the patience, and break the fpirit of 
your opponent. If he be a man of 
fpirit, he muft alfo be generous; and 
•what man of generofity will contend 
for trifles with a woman who fubmits 
to him in all affairs of confequence ; 
who is in his power; who is weak, and 
who loves him. 

» Can 
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- « Can fuperior with inferior power 
contend ?" No, the fpirit of a lion is 
not to be roufed by the teazing of 
an infe8,. 

But fuch a man as I have defcribedj 
befides being as generous as he is 
brave, will probably be of an aSive 
temper; then you have an ineftimable 
advantage ; for he will fet a high value 
upon a thing for which you have none, 
time ; he will acknowledge the force of 
your arguments merely from a dread 
of their length; he will yield to you in 
trifles, particularly in trifles which do 
not militate againll his authority, not 
out of regard for you, but for his time ; 
for what man can prevail upon himfelf 
to debate three hours about what could 
be as well decided in three minutes. 
Left 
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Left amongft infinite variety, the dif« 
ficulty of immediate fele£Uon Iboaid 
at firft perplex you, let me point out 
that matters of iafie will afford yOu, 
of all others, the moft ample and In- 
celTant fubjeds of debate. Here you 
have no criterion to appeal to. Upon 
tbe fame principle, next to matters of 
tafle, points of opinion will afford the- 
moft confiant exercife to your talents. 
Here you will have an opportunity of 
citing the opinicHis of all the livwg 
and dead you have ever known, be- 
fides the dear privilege of repeating 
continually: "Nay, you never mull al< 
low that." Or, « You can't deny this, 
for it's the univerial opinion — every 
body fay»{bt every body thinks fa! I 
wonder to bear you expreCi fucb anopt- 
1 nion ! 
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nion ! Nobody but yourfelf is of thu- 
way of thinking." With innumerable 
other phrafes with which a flight atten- 
tion to polite converfalion will fumift 
you. This iqode of oppofing authority 
to argument, and affertion to proof, is 
of fuch univerfal utility, thait I pray 
you to praftife it. 

If the point in difpute efpecially be 
fome opinion relative toyourcharafter 
or difpofition, allow in general that 
** You are fure you have a great many 
faults^ but to every fpecific chargfe, re- 
ply, '* Well, I am fure I dwi't know,but 
I did notthinkthatwasoneof my faults! 
nobody ever accufed me of that before ! 
Nay, I was always remarkable for thg 
contrary; at leaft before I was ac- 
quainted with you— Siri In my own fa- 
mily — 
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trifle, how unimpeachable inuft you be 
in matters of importance. As to per- 
fonal habits, begin by denying that 
you have any ; as all perfbnal habits 
if they have been of any long ftanti-' 
ing muft have become involuntary, 
the unconfcious culprit may affcrt her 
innocence without hazarding her ve- 
racity. 

However, if you happen to be deteft- 
ed in the very faQ, and a perfon cries, 
** Now, now, you are doing it t" fub^ 
mit, but declare at the fame moment 
" That it is the very firft time in your 
whole life, you were ever known to be 
guilty of it ; that therefore it can be no 
babit, and of courfe no ways reprehen- 
fible. 

Extend 
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£:aend atib tJM »£e for vindication 
to all the objeds which the moft. re- 
motely concern you ; take even in- 
animate objeQs under your protec- 
tion, Yoyr drefs, your furniture, your 
property, every thing which is, or has 
been yours defend, and this upon the 
principles of the foundeft philofophy ; 
thefe things all compofe a part of 
your perfonal merit* ; all that connefted 
the moft diftantly with your idea gives 
pleafure or pain to others, becomes an 
objeft of blame or praifc, and confe- 
quently claims your fupport or vindi- 
cation. 

In the courfe of the management of 
your houfe, children, family, and af- 
fairs, probably fome few ef rors of omif- 

• Vide Hume. 

£0D, 
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fion or cominiffion may ftrike yottr 
bulband's pervading eyej but thefe 
errors, admitting them to be errors, 
you will ntytT if you pleafe allow to 
be charged to any deficiency in me- 
mory, judgment, or activity, on your 
part. 

There are furely people enough 
around you to divide and fhare the 
blame — fend it from one to another, 
till at laft, by univerfal rejeftion, it 
13 proved to belong to nobody. You 
win fay however that faCU remain u»> 
alterable ; and that in fome unlucky in- 
stance, in the changes and chances of 
liuman alTairs, you may be proved to 
have been to hldme. Some ftubbom 
evidence may appear againft you ; an 
eye-witnefs perhaps j {till you may 
proTc 
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prove an alibi, or balance the evidence 
There is nothing equal to balancing 
evidence ; doubt is you know the moft 
philofophic ftale of the human mind, 
and it will be kind of you to pre- 
fgrve it in the breaft of your hufliand. 
Indeed the fliort method of denying 
abfolutely all blameable fa8:s, I fhould 
recommend to pupils as the befl; and 
if in the beginning of their career as 
jufliiication, they. may ftartle at this 
mode, let them depend upon it that 
in their future praSife it muft, become 
perfeftly familiar. The nice diftinc- - 
tioh of Hmuladon and dilOmulation de- 
pend but on the trick of a fyllable— 
palliation and extenuation are univer- 
fally allowable in felf-dclence ; pre- 
varication 
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vancation inevitably followsi and 
falfehood ** is but in the next degree." 

Yet I would not deftroy this nicety 
of cdnfcience too foon, it may be o£ 
ufe. In your firft fetting out} you 
mufi eftablifli credit ; in proportion to 
your credit, will be the value of your 
future afieverations. 

In the mean time, however, argu- 
ment and debate are allowable to the 
mofi rigid moralift. You can never 
perjure yourielf by fwearing to a falfc 
opinion. 

I come now to the art of reafoning : 
don't be alarmed at the name of rea- 
foning, fair pupils, I will explain to 
you its meaning. 

If inftead of the fiery tempered 

being, I formeriy defcribed, you 

C fliould 
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ffiould fortunately be conne3'ed with 
a man, who, having fonned a juftly 
high opinion of your kxt fhould pro- 
[jofe to treat you as his equal, and 
who in any little difpute which might 
arife between' yoa, fhould delire no 
other arbiter than reafon_; triumph 
in his miftaken candor; regularly ap- 
peal to the decifion of reafon at the 
beginning of every c6nteft, and deny 
its jtirifdiftion at the conclufion. 'I 
take it for granted that you will be on 
the wrong iide of every queftioii, and 
indeed, in general, I advife you to 
chufe the wrong fide of an argument 
to defend j whilft you are young in the 
fcience, it will afford the beft exercife, 
and as you improve, the beft difplay of 
your talents. 

If 
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Ifthen, reafonable pi^ils, yoa woiild 
fucceed in argument, follow pretty 
nearly thefe inftru£iions. 

Begin by preventing, if pollible, the 
.fpecific ftatement of any pofition, or if 
reduced to itj ufe the molt gmeral 
terms. 

Ufe die happy ambiguity which. aU 
languages, and which mod philofo- 
phers allow. Above all things, fhun 
definitions ; they will prove fatal to 
you; for two perfons of fenfe and can- 
dor, who deBne their terms, cannot 
argue long Without either convincing, 
or being convinced, or parting in equal 
good humour ; to prevent which, go 
over and over the fame ground, wan- 
der as wide as poffible from the point, 
but always, with a view lo return at 
Ca laft 
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laft precisely lo tW fame fpot froni 
ivkich you fet out. I fhonld rcmaik 
to you that the choice of your vtst- 
pons 13 a circuiitftance much to be at- 
tended to : chdfe always thofe which 
your adverfary cannot ufc. If your 
hufb^d is a man of wit, you will c^ 
courfe undervalue a talent which is 
never conneded withjugdment: •• fox 
your part, you do not pretend to con* 
tend with him in wit. 

But if he be a fober minded man, 
who will go link by link along the 
chain of an argument^ follow him at 
firfi, till he grows fo intent diat be 
tloes not perceive whether ybu follow 
idm or not ; then Aide back to yotir 
own ftation, and ^hen with perverfe 
intience he has at laft reached the 
laft 
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laft link of the chain, with one elec- 
tric fliock of vit, nuke him quit his 
hold, and ftrike him to the ground in 
an inftaA. Depend upon the Tympa- 
ny of the rpe&ators, for to one vho 
can underftand reafoiii you will find 
ten who admire wU, 

But if you fhould not be blefled 
with *' a ready wit," if demonftra- 
tion Ihould in the mean time Aare you 
in the face, do not be in the leaft 
alaimed; anticipate the blow which 
you could neither forefee, norprevent. 
Whilft you have it yet in your power, 
rife with becoming magnanimity, and 
cry, *' I give it up ! I give it up I La ! 
let us fay no more about h; I do fo 
hate difputing about trifles. I give it 
up !" Before ah explanation on the 
C J word 
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word trifle can take place, quit the 
room with flying colours. 

If you are a woman of fentiment 
and eloquence, you have advantages 
of which I fcarcely need apprife you. 
'From the underftanding of a man, you 
have always an appeal to his heaft; 
or if not, to his affeSion^ to his weaknefs. 
If you have the good fortune to be 
married to a weak man, always chufe 
the momem to argue with him when 
■you have a full audience. Truft to the 
fublime power of numbers ; it will be 
of ufeevento excite your own enthu- 
fiafm in debate; then as the fcene ad- 
vances, talk of his cruelty, and your 
fenfibility, and fink with *' becoming 
woe," into the pathos of injured inne- 
(tnce. 

Bp fides, 
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Befides the heart and the veaknefa 
of your opponent, you have ftill ano- 
ther chance, in ruffling his /ns- 
per; which, in _the courfe of a long 
converfation, you will have a fair op ■ 
portunity of trying; and if, for phi- 
Ipfophers will fometimes grow warm 
in the defence of truth, if he flioul4 
grow abfolutely angry^ you will in 
an inverfe proportion grow calm, and 
wonder at his rage, though you well 
know it has been created by your own ■ 
provocation. Th? by-ftaqders, feeing 
anger without any adequate caufe, will 
all be of your f(de. Nothing pro- 
vokes an irafcihle n»an, inierefled in 
debate, and poffeffed of an opinion of 
his own eloquence, fo much as to fee 
(he attention of his headers go frqnj 
C 4 him; 
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him : you will then, vAien be flatters 
himfelf that he has juft fixed your eye 
with bis very befi arguments fuddenly 
. grow abfent : — *' Your houfe affairs 
muft call you hence— or you have di- 
redions to give to your cbildren — or 
the room is too hot, or too cold — tbe 
window muft be opened — or door 
Ihut — or tbe candle wants fnuffing." — 
Nay, without thefe interruptions, the 
fimple motion of your eye may pro- 
voke a fpeaker; a butterfly, or tbe 
figure in a carpet may engage your at- 
tention in preference to him; or if thefe 
objefls be abfent, the fimply averting 
your eye, looking through tbe win- 
dow in quell of outward objects, will 
ibew that your mind has not been ab- 
ftra6tedf and will difplay to bim at 
ieaft 
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may iiowever pofiWy have loft the 
habh of watching your eye for appro- 
bation ; thm you may aHkult his ear. 
If all other refources fail, beat with 
your foot that dead march to the 
fpirits, that inceflant tattoo^ which fa 
well tjcferves its name. Marvellous 
mufl be the patience of the much en- 
dtiring mau, whom fome or other of 
thefe devices do not provoke ; flight 
caufes often produce great effefts j 
the fimple fcratching of a pick-axe, 
properly applied to certain veins in a 
mine, will caufe the mod dreadful ex- 
plofions. 

Hitherto we have only profefled 

to teaph the defenfive ; let me now 

recommend to you the ofFenfive 

part 
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pan or the art of jufiification. As a. 
fupplement to reafooing, comes re- 
crimination; the pleafure of proving 
that you are right is furely inc&mpletej' 
(ill you haye proved that your adver, 
fary is wrong ; this might have been a 
fecondary, let \t now become a pri- 
mary objeft with yoq; reft your own 
defence on it for farther feciirity ; you 
are no longe^: to confider yourfelf a$ 
pbtiged, either to deny, palliate, argue, 
or declaim, but (imply j,uftify yourfelf 
by criminating another; all merit, you 
Jinow, )s judged of by comparifon. 
In the art of recriminaUon, your me- 
mory will be of the hjgheft fervice tq 
■you; for you are to open and keep 
^ account current, of all the faulty 
miftakes, negleCts, unkindnefles of thpf^ 

you 
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you live with ; there you are to ftato 
againft your own : I need not tell you 
that the balance will always be in your 
favor. In ftating matters of opinion, 
produce the words of the very fame per- 
fon -which paffed days, months, yean 
before, in conlradiHion to what he is 
then faying. By difplacing, dif- 
jointing words and fentences, by mif- 
undcrftanding the whole, or quoting 
only a part of what has been faid, you 
may convi£k any man of inconfiflency ; 
particularly if he be a man of genius 
and feeling, for he -fpeaks generally 
from the impulfe of the moment, 
and of all others can the leaft bear 
to be charged with paradoxes. So 
far for a hulbahd. Recriminating is 
jtjfo of forereign ufe in the quarrels of 
friends: 
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ffiends; no iiiead is fo perfedJy cqua- 
Ue, fo ardciit in affefUoni fo nice in 
pundiiio, at never to offend } then 
**Note his faults and con them by 
rote." Say yo« eta forgive, but you 
cui never forget ; and furely it is 
much more generous to forgive Shd 
remember, than to forgive and forget. 
On every new alu^o, call the unbu- 
ried ghofls from former fields of bat> 
tie ; range them in tremendous array, 
call them one by one to witnefs againft, 
the confcience of your enemy, and ere 
the battle is begun, take from them all 
courage to engage. 

There is one cafe I muft obferve to 
you, in which recrimination has pecu- 
liar poignancy. If you have had it 
in yoqr power to confer obligations on 
any 
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3uty ORti never ceafe reminding tbem 
of it ; and let them feel that you have 
acquired an indefeafible right to re* 
proach them without a poffibility of tbeis 
retorting. It is a maxim with fome 
fentimental people, *' To treat their 
*' fervants as if they were their friends 
" in diftrefs. I have obferved that 
** people of this caft make themfelvei 
'* amends, 1^ treating their friends in 
*^ diftrefs- as if they were their fer* 
•' vanu," 

Apply this maxim — you may do it a 
thoufand ways, efpecially in coitf- 
pany. In general converfation, wherc' 
every one is fuppofed to be on a foot- 
ing, if any of your humble com- 
panions fhould prefume to hazard an 
opinion contrary to yoursi and fhould 
'modeftly 
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begin with, " I think — " look ki the 
man did when he faid to his fervantj 
•* You think ! Sir — what bufinefs have 
** you to ihink ?'* 

Never fear to lofe a friend by the 
habits which I recommend; reconcilia- 
tions, as you have often heard it faid— ^ 
reconciliations are the cement of 
friendOiip ; therefore friends {hould 
quarrel to ftrengthen their attachment, 
and offend each other for the pleafurd 
of being reconciled. 

I beg pardon for digreffing— I was, I 
believe, talking of your hufband, not 
of your friends — I have gone far out 
of the way. 

If in your debates with your hufbanrf, 

■you fliould want "Eloquence to vex 

him)" the dull prolixity of narration, 

joined 
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joined to the complaining monotony of 
voice which I formerly recommended, 
will fupply its^place, and have the de- 
fired cffeS; Morpheus will prove 
propitioas ; - then, ever and anon as - 
the foporific charm begins to work, 
roufe him with interrogatories, fuch aS| 
*' Did not you fay fo ? Don't you re- 
" member ? Only anfwer me that !" 

By the bye, interrogatories artfully 
put may lead an unfufpicious reafoner, 
you know, always to your own con- 
' clufion. 

In addition to the patience, philofo- 
phy, and other good things which So- 
crates learned from his wife, perhaps 
file taiight him this mode of reafoning. 

But after all, the precepts of art, 

and even the natural fufceptibility of 

your 
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jrovr temperst will avail you litde-jit 
the rublinae of ouF fciencc, if you pan.- 
Bot command diat read)^ eBtkufiafoi 
n^tch vill make you enter into the 
part you are a£Ung ; that happy imagi- 
nation which fliall make you bejiete 
sll you kdx and all you inrent. ' 

Who ii there amongft you who can- 
not or who will not juftify when they 
are accuied. Vulgar talent T the fu- 
blime of our fcience, is to juftify 
before we are accufed. There is no 
reptile fo vile but what will turn when 
it is trodden on ; hut of a nicer fenfe 
and nobler fpecies are Uiofe whom na-, 
tore has endowed with antennae, which 
perT:eive and withdraw at the diftaat 
approach of danger. AUow me an- 
other alluHoni funilie; cannot be 
1 crowded 



DyGoogle 



( 83 ) 

crowded tooclofe for a female tafte; 
and analogy, I have heard, my fair pu- 
pils, is your' favourite mode of rea- 
foning. 

The fenfitive plant is too vulgar 
an allufion ;'but if the truth of mo* 
dem naturalilts may be depended 
upon, there is a plant which inftead of 
receding timidly, like the fenfitive 
plant, from the intruQve touch, angrily 
protrudes its venomous juices upon all 
who prefume to meddle with it: don't 
you think this plant would be your fit- 
ted emblem. 

Let me, howeVer, recommend it to 
you, nice fouls, who of the Mimofa 
kind, " Fear the dark cloud, and feel 
the coming ftorm," to take the utmoft 
precaution, leaft the fame fufceptibi- 
D lity 
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lity which ypu cherifli as the dear 
means, b& torment other*, fhouM infen- 
fibly hecomea tonnent tiO yourfelve*. 

Difiinguilh then between fenfibility 
^d ftiTceptibiUty y betweea the an^aus- 
Ibticilude. .nQt to ^ive (^ence^ and 
the captioiH eaKmefs of Tapity t(» 
f rove that it au^ aqt t;Q h^vc beeft 
ukea; diftinguilh between the defire 
o£ praife and. tb» boriQv of )Uanio* 
can an^ two. diing|. be more di^rent 
^an die wifb t» isiprove* and the 
wifli to dQmwftxaie that you have 
never been to- bkmc ? 

OWerve» I ojily wilk you to dif- 
^guilli dtefe thJogjS ui youi own. 
miada ; 1 vquM by no means advif* 
y<}U to difcQntinue ihe kudahle prae.-- 
tice of canfoundio^ theat ]jieipcuuaUy 
in fpeaking to others. 

Whctt 
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When yo« have neaFty cxhaufted 
hmnan patience in explaining, juftify- 
ing, vindicating, — when in fpite of att 
ihe pains you have taken, you have 
more than half betraye*! youT 6w» 
vanity, yott have a never-failing rc- 
fource, in paying tribute to that of 
your epponent, as thus— 
■ " I am f»irc you muft be fcnfible 
"that I Ihould never take fo much 
" pains to juftify myfelf if I were in- 
•* different to yoar opinion— I know 
« that I ought not to difturb myfelF 
'* with fuch trifies, but nothing is a tri- 
<* fle to me which concerns you — I 
*^ confei^ I am too anxious to pleafcj 
« I know it's a fault, but I can't cure 
■" myfelF of it now — Too quick feriS- 
« bility, I am confcious, is the defcft 
Da "of 
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*( of my difpofition ; it would be faap- 
*< pier for me if I could be more indif- 
** fierent I know." 

Who could be fo brutal as to blame 
fo amiable,fo candid a creature ? Who 
would not fubmit to be tonntnted 
with kinduefs i 

When once then your captive cond&> 
fcends to be flattered by fuch argu- 
ments as thefe, your power is fixed; 
your future triumphs can be bounded 
only by your own moderation; they 
are at once (ecured and juftiBed. 

Forbear notthen, happy pupih: — but, 
arrived at the fummit of power, give a 
full fcope to your genius, nor truft to 
genius alone ; to exercife in all its ex- 
tent your 'privileged dominion, you 
mufi acquire] or rather you mufi pre~ 
tend 
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tend to have acquired, infallible (kill 
in the noble art of phyfiognomy ; im- 
mediately the thoughts as well as the 
words of your fubjcfts arc expofed to 
jronr inquifition. 

' Words may flatter ■ you* but the 
. countenance never can deceive you ; 
Ae eyes are the windows of the foulj 
and through them you are to watch 
what pafles In the inmoll recefles of 
the heart. There if you difcem the 
flightell ideas of doubt, blame, or dif- 
pleafure; if you difcover the ilighteft 
fymptoms of revolt, take the alarm 
inftantly. Conquerors muft maintain 
their cotiquefis, and how eaGly can 
they do this, who hold a fecret corref- 
pondet X with the minds of the van.- 
^uilhed? Be your own fpies then; 
D 3 from 
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from the l60ki, geAures, fli^htefi no-. 
tkms of y9«r enemici^ you arc to form 
ail klphftbet, « laHgua;ge, intelligible 
<aAf to )ro«Ffelves ; yet by which you 
{hall condemn them; alwaysTcaiember-- 
iag Uiat in found policy, fufpicion jaf- 
tifiet pvaiAiment. In vain, w^a^ you 
actute your friends of the high £r$«f<a[Bi 
dfbUfni)igyou, in vfun kt tfaem ^lotd 
th^ir innocence, eveD of the ihtentioM. 
''They Aid noi Uy a. word wAioh 
" eould be tortured intt> fiadi a^e&n* 
"ing." No, but "they .looked flsg- 
« gtrs, Aough they ufed noBc." 

And ijf this you are to be ■<*« '&]e 
judge, Ihodgh thetirwerfe ■ffiy witwef. 
fcs to the conttary. 

How flrouW iftdifibrettt fpHftwoft 

jHttend tb Inow tht CoaHtefi^fcof 

your 
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yowr ^tnd, u wett w ywi «« f To« 
fii« Tift^t a nearer, a <iearer fete!>^ in 
Mtendihg «& it? S*> toousue hava 
betm your ttbtftrvsuuns, that no 
thoQ^t of their fowl Wcapfts you* 
mff yoQ often caa-teU even what tbejr 
w (oiqg to tlunk of. > 

The fciencc of divination, certainly 
clamis your attention J beyond the paft 
and the pcefent, it Ihall extend your 
donumoh-over the future ; from Si^t 
words» half finifhed fentences, from 
filence itfclf you Ihall draw your 
wnens, and auguries. 

« I am ftire you were going to fay " 
ST, " I kJiow fuch a ^unj was a iica 
you vciciiactiBcd to be cli^ealed wida 
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J« the arfor *f inaoccace, Ae cul- 
prit to clear himlelf fr6tt tuek i»p»«- 
D 4 tioDSy 
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tions, incurs tbeimputatipn of a greater 
offence. Suppofe to prove that you were 
miftaken,to prove that be couldnot have 
meant toblame you^he fliould declare, ' 
that at the moment you mention, "■ You 
" were quite foreign .to his thoughts, 
** he was not thinking at' all about 
"you." 

' Then in truth you have a right to be 
angry. To one of your clafs of juf- 
tificators, this is the higheft offence ; 
poflelTed as you are of the firm opi- 
nion, that all perfons, at all times, on 
alt . occafions, are intent upon you 
alone. Is it not lefs mortifying to dif- 
cover that you were thought ill of, than 
that -you were not thought of at all? 
*' Indifference you know, fentimental 
" pupils, is more fatal to^.love Uian 
«* even hatred." 

Thui 
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Thus my dear pupils, I have endea- 
voured to provide precepts, adapted to 
the difplay of your feveral talents, but 
if there fliould be any araongft you, who 
have no talents, who can neither ar- 
gue nor perfuade, who have neither, 
fentimentnor enthufiafm, I mufl indeed, 
congratulate them; they alone are the 
true adepts in the fcience of Self- juf- 
ti&cation; indulgent nature, often even 
in the weaknefs, provides for the pro- 
teflion of her creatures ; juft Provi- 
dence, as the guard of ftupidity, has en- 
veloped it with the impenetrable ar- 
mour of obftinacy. 

Fair ideots ! let women of fenfe, 
wit, feeling, triumph in their various 
arts, yours are fuperior. Their em- 
pire, abfolute as it fometimes ntay be. 
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is -ptfi^etoally fubjtft to fitdden re- 
volutions. Wkh theta, a inim ha 
fome cbance of equal ftfay,withafooi 
Tie has none. Have they hearts-and 
MnderAandtQgs ?^thenthe ohenajr'be 
touched, or the other in fotne Qfltuc^y 
tnoinent convinced; evfeti in dwit 
very power lies thfir greateft 4aBger 
—not 9o with yoa-*ln vain lei th* moft 
candid of his fex attempt to reaibn 
vith you ; let him begin with, ** N«»j 
* my dear, only liften to -reafon— '* 
Yoo flop him at <3(nce wiA " N», my 
^tlear, you Icnow I don't pretffld 
"' to reafon ; I only fay (bat's my %)pi> 
•' nion." 

Let hnn go ■on to prove tiiat youit h 
» milftaken opinion — yoa ai>e rtviy 
to- acknowledge it, long b«^e lie 

• a defirei 
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defiresk. ^ Yo« acknowledge itiMjr' 
*' be a vnncg. qjhuidh^ but fiHl h. ia 
« youro^nion." Ytnido Botaamtam- 
it » tbe Jedft, eirtiw becMife you bt-- 
lieve kto bewrt>Bg or ri^btg bwt mere- 
ly becaU'fe jt is yours^ Cxpofed at. 
you might bave been to the perpetual, 
hufiailiatioa of being convinced, na- 
ture ieems kiadly to have dcnieid you, 
all perception of truth, or at leaft alL 
fi:Btiment of pleafure from the per-, 
ception. 

With am admirable humility, you ate 
as well contented to be in the wrong 
as in die ri^ht ; you answer all that can 
be faid to you, with a provoking humi- 
lity of afpeft. 

•* Yes, I don't doubt but what yow 

-•• fey may bfc very irue, but I csn'i tell j 

« I don't 
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<* don't think myfelf capable of judg- 
*» ing on thefe fubje8s ; I am furc you 
** maft know much better than I do. 
•* I don't pretend to fay but what your 
" opinion is very jufl ; but I own I am 
** ofa contrary- way of thinking; I al- 
« ways thought fo and I always fhall." 
' Should a man with perfevering tem- 
per tell yoil} that he is ready to adopt 
your fentiments if you will only ex- 
plain them ; fhould he beg only to 
have a reafon for your opinion — No, 
you can give no reafon. Let him urge 
you to fay fomething in its defence- 
No ; ■ like* Queen Anne, you will only , 
repeat the fame thing over again, or be 

filent. Silence is the ornament of your 
i 
f Vide Dochcft of Mulbonwjh'i AgoUigy, 

fex: 
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fex ; and inlilencej if there bt not wif- 
dom, there is fafety. You ■wlU then, if 
you pleafe, according to your cu(loni( 
fit liftening to all entreaties to explain, 
and fpeak — with a fixed immutability 
of pofture, and a pre-determined deaf* 
nefs of the eye, which Ihall put your 
opponent utterly out of patience; yet 
ftill by perfevering with the fame 
complacent importance of counte- 
nance, you fliall half perfuade people 
you could fpeak if you would; you 
ihall keep them in doubt by that true 
want of meaning, " which puzzles more 
than wit;", even becaufe they cannot 
conceive the excefs of your ftupidity, 
they fhall a£iual1y begin to believe 
that they themfelves are ftupid. - Igno- 
rance and doubt-are the great patents 
of the fublimp. 

Your 
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Yoar adverfitry gnding you impgCM*^ 
trablc to argument, perhaps woald 
try wit— but, " On the hapafivQ icci 
the lightnings play." H^ eloquenca 
or his kindnefs will avail lefs; when, io 
yielding to you after a long debate ba 
«i:p«3s to pleafe you, you will anfwer 
undoubtedly with the utmoft propriety, 
*^ That you fliould be very foiry he 
f' yielded bis judgment to youj that 
<» be is very good j that you are nuicb 
** obliged to htm; but, that as to the 
t* point in ^{pute, it is a matter of per- 
f ( fed indiflfcrence to you; for your 
** part you have no choice at all about 
** it i you beg that he will do juft wh^ 
** he pleafes ; you know that it ii ibe 
" duty of a wife to fubmit ; but yoa 
*' hope however, you may have an 
** opinion of your ownj' 

Remem- 
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Remember alt fuch fpeeches as thefr 

vill lofe above half their effeS, if 

. you cannot accompany them with the 

Tacant ftare, the infipid Tmile, the paf- 

five afpe£t of the humbly perverfe. 

Whilft 1 wrile, new precepts ruOv 
upon ray recolteflion ; bat the fiibjea: 
is inexhauftible, 1 quit it with regret^ 
fully fenfible of my prefumpt'ion in 
having atten^ted to inftru£l thofe,wh(> 
whilft they read, wilt finife in the con- 
Sciouihefs of fuperior powers. Adieix 
4ben my fair readers ! — Long may you 
profper in the praftife of aa art peco- 
^r to your fex. Long may you main- 
tain imrivalled dominion at home and 
abroad ; and long may your hufhands 
rue the hour vhen firft they made yo* 
promiCs *' to ohy" 
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